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SUBJECT: MARTIN LUTHER Eﬁc, JR.
SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNISM

Pursuant to your request there is s&é€ forth below the
information concerning t emination and subsequent recall

I of a document captione mmunism and the Negro Movement - AW
s

Current E&lxsig.," date 0/16763,

The above document was disseminated on a ecret

bhagis to the Att_rney Canar-1 with a Copy each for the thuty

Attorney General and the Assistant Attorneys General Burke Marshall
and J, Walter Yeagley., In addition, a copy each was sent to
P, Kenneth O'Donnell, Special Assistant to the President, Dean Rusk,
Secretary of State, John bk:Cone, Director of the Central Intelligence
ency, Robert S, McNamara, Secretary of Defense, Rear Admiral
ufus L. Taylor, Director of Naval Intelligence, Major General
Alva R, Fitch, Assistant Chief of Staff for Army Intelligence,

mdondhn-CAmmm1 TnhﬁQ mmmn1 Director of Qﬁ%ﬁal n“”m*isehuﬂm

for the Air Force and Ge.neral D. H Shoup, Commandant of the Marine
(»| Corps. The dissemination was recommended and approved by memoranda
dated 10/15/83 captioned "Commmnism and the Negro Movement-- F
A Current Analysis," and 10/18/63, same caption, both from
Mr. W. C. Sullivan to A. H. Belmont,(Xerox of each attached).
The dissemination to General Shoup was authorized by memorandum
dated 10/25/63 from D. J. Brennan, Jr., to Mr, W. C, Sullivan
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% = captioned "Request From Commandant, Marine Corps, for Top Secret
= G"_“‘_:S Document Entitled !'Communism and the Negro Movement - A Current
=5 = Analysis,'" (Xerox attached). tion, on an Informative Note
<o

dated 12/2/63 (Xerox ettached) s g/notet stieopdy
Secret summary was made available to President Jo 3(‘,3 J'4
Mr. Deloach and it was returned the next day., JUL

" - By memorandum dated 10/25/63 (Xerox attached? mm
_Director, John Edgar Hoover to Messrs. Tolson, Deloach

Rosen and Sullivan, the Director stated that the Attoggez General
felt we should get back all copies of the document ca

rg;%_and the Negro Movement - A Curr Analysis" da »
10/16/63 In accordance with the Director's instructionms, (13
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Mr. W. C. Sullivan

\ »
“" COMMUNISM AND THE NEGRO MOVEMENT--AL INFO
'§ Fq A CURRENL-ANALYSIS N H Nl

fﬁ !c j/"

\ The enclosed article is a factual documented ,/,/”P//
I anzlysis of the over-all current situation. We believe
that it would be of interest not only to the Attorney General

but alsc to Mr, O'Donnell, at the White House; Mr. McCone, at
the Central Intelligence Agency, Mr. Rusk, at the Depariment

of State; as well as to Mr. McNamara and the three Armed Forces /
1ntelllgence agencies of the Defense Department. Accordingly, o
if the article as prepared is approved, we propose to dis- |
seminate it to the afore-mentioned 1nd1v1duala and agencies. 7/ {
_'j\
RECOMMENDATION: NI T T,

LTS Wi L

That the enclosed article be approved. If approved
it should be returned to the Domestic Inteiligence Division
for preparation of appropriate letters of transmittal.
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SUBJEGT: ¥ COMMUNISM AND THE NEGRO MOVEMENT -~~~ /£, L
- A CURKENT ANALYSIS™ 2l
- ) "5_ T ‘}4"[}{\" Ll
N e
- Re my memo in captioned matter 10-15-63, attached, in..,
l which it was recommended and anproved that we disseminate the. . .“‘-'
l prepared analysis regarding communist activities and the Negro movement

J

on a select basig to individuals and agencies set forth in referenced memo. i
i ) nat
Attached are appropriate letters of transmittal for ! O

dissemination, Through them, we are sending a copy of the anzlysis fo 0

the Attorney General, with 2 copy each for the Deputy Attorney General,

and the Assistant Attorneys General Burke Marshall and J, Walter Yeéagley.

In addition, a copy is being sent as an enclosure to attached letters for .
P, Kenneth O'Dornell, Special Assistant to the President; the Honorable I
Dean Rusk, Secretary of State; the Honorable John A. McCone, Director of H

Central Intelligence Agency; the Honorable Robert S. McNamara, Secretary of [ )
Defense; Kear Admiral Rufus L, Taylor, Director of Naval Intelligence; !
Major General Alva R, Fitch, Assistant Chief of Staff for Army Intelligencge; l\

A —— —

and Brigadier General John §. Samuel, Director of 8 t,a,ciiaf) Investigations ; ('7’/“'
for the Air Force, ELL INFORNA T10i4 Dut, t AN , !
T iCLASSIFIED Y1
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FROM : D. J. Brennan, Jr. M\/ _ I&f“""’
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SUBJECT: | REQUEST FROj COMMANDANT, MARINE CORPS, b

Y FOR TOP SECRET DOCU.IENT ENTITLED :
\"‘. ".-"E' :ng*ig)mﬁr%pllﬂb{?v?g “NEGRO MOVEENT - ﬂ’ "y /
R A CURRENT ANALYSIS WU\([/VW

TN On 10/24/63, Major Henry R. Marshall, Counterintelligence

. .Branch, U. S. Marine torps, personally requested a copy of captioned
~, report, which had been disseminated to Admiral Rufus Taylor, Director
 ~of Naval Intclligence. According to Major Marshall, Marine Coiraandant
* ~ David J. Shoup had expressed a personzl desire to review this in-

- ; formation and inasmuch as his office had not been furnished this

. data, he requested that an extra copy be disseminated to him.

- In accordance with General Shoup's request, a copy was

" furnished to Major iarshall on 10/24/63. Major Marshall was inpressed
. _with the extremely seunsitive mature of the information set fortih

in the document and was appropriately aduonished to insure that £
proper security is afforded it. o
ACTION: . _:iL
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| ALL INFORMATION CONTAIN
- - HEREIN IS UFICLASS FlEp -
T s 0en } DATE ? w, BY‘WJM
v - ‘,B-Lb
N ‘ ‘Ag:\diomes!ic intelligence Division
_‘ g ¥ @ INFORMATIVE NOTE
//gé © bote _12/2/63 ___

Q Attached is Atlanta teletype
12/5/63 indicating Martin Luther
King will meet with President
Johnson 11:30 a.m., 12/3/63. ~

Also attached is the summary, °
v |"Communism and the Negro Movement--
A Current Analysis," which we pre-
pared on King. This memorandum
was disseminated and later all
copies were recalled, at reguest
of the AG. .

fois information re King will be
of vital interest to the President
Ve suggest that Walter W. Jenkins,
Assistant to the President, be
orally briefed by Ass:stant Directer
DeLoach regarding the background
of King. The attached TOP SECRET .
sunnary contains data which may be

f o : {)lutilized f.o;; ‘:he brieﬁng /)
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\Mr. Casper Alp. Sullivan——
Mr. Conrad Mr. Tanel

o I By

Mr. Sullivan Miss Holmes :
Ar. Tavel Miss Gandy :
Mr. Trotter

\Mr. Beaver o

Miss Gandy

Miss Holmes

Personnel Files Section

Records Branch

Mrs. Skillman .
— . Mrs. Brown

John Quander
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See Me For appropriate action
Send File Note and Return

Picase Call Me
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The FBI has a lot more explaining to do about Its motives
for spying on the late Dr. Martin Luther King.

It has pubiicly described as “'malicious” & column written
by Carl Rowan that criticized the tapping of Dr, King’s
phonea. -

Clyde Tolsen, associate FRI director, says the wiretapping
was done for “‘natiemal security™ reasons, with the approval
of the late Robert Kennedy, then attorney general.

That doesn't come even close to telling L. ) 1

ONE THING IT BDOESN'T EXPLAIN, is the following Inck
dent:

About four vears agn, an ex-FB] agent | knew asked me to
join him for a round of golf. .

After the round, we sat in the clubhouse chatting. He
worked the conversation around to Dr. King. {

" He told me the FB! had been using a variety of electronic |

eavesdropping devices on Dr. King. Besides tapping his
phone, they had planted listening devices In hotel rooms he
used while traveling, : )

The result, he sald, was r very thick file on Dr. King. - Coa

He gave me some examples

They were very personal things. They were thinpgs I'm
sure Dr. King would not want anyone else to know about. It
you bugged almost anyone’s bedroom long enough, you
would hear things that person didn't want znyone else to
know about. -

- RUT NONE OF THE THINGS this ex-FBI agent told me
reiiected 1n any way on Dr. King's lovalty, his Americanism,

or seemed fo be remotely related to natlonal security. 4
Nor did they reflect on his role as a leader in the civl) |

rights crusade, a winner of the Nobel Peace Prire, or &

figure of historic importance. '
T asked the ex-FBI agent if his information was merely

gossip or if he was gure about 1t.

“ He sald he had vistted J. Edgar Hoover in Washington and |

" had been bricfed on the contents of the King file.
re It was nat unconimonh, he said, for trusicd ex-agents 10 he
J" let in on such thlags.

Obviously, I was supposed to be shocked by the things he

told me. And I was. But not [or the reasons he assumed.

The shocking part of & was that he was sctually sliting
there telilng me such things,

They were none of my business, and they were none of his
business. They were nobody's business but Dr. King’s.

IT WAS PLAIN LD MUD-SLINGING, on a level with the
lowest scandal magazines and transom-peeking publications. .
.. There wzs no doubt in my mind then, and none now, that
;él“’“ being leaked to me for the purpose of discrediting Dr.
ng.
.., The same 1ype ol-tiime=% have since learned, occurred In
. ;%li:%%'_ citlea, wiihy il or Rowsreen,
" The eame type of thing, 1 have since learned, occurred in
other clties,” with other pewsmen.
And 1t doesn't take mmch imagination to figure out why. |
r. King and Hoover had engaged in & furlous public quar < .
1. Hoover, quite clearly. did not like Dr. King.
That's why [ suggest the FBI hasn’t glven 2n adequate ex-
lanation.
-')i if the wiretapping was being dene lor natlenal security, 1
Q—Fresume that 1t should have been kept a-blg secret.
Secret? How much of a secret was it if a newspaper col-
umnist in Chicago knew of the eavesdropping? Or il a for-
\mer agent — a private citizen — could talk about it?
i {For the record, the ex-agent was nei a two-bit gumshoe
a glven to flights of tancy. He wex then 2 we[l_known anq
H ' highly respected investigntor. He is today a famouvs and |
powetful man.) . "i
‘ )
:
|
r
'
1

AND 1S THE PURPOSE OF SUCH olficial eavesdroppfing
I be

to gather splle material, transom-pecking tidbits that -
whispered in the ears of opinion-makers? )
That, of ceurse. is the greatest danper fram Rig Peother
and his i ear.
#that's what D, Kie's 1

Jo g vnnd for, fhes VT efadly




dent: ’
“bout four years ago, an ex-FBI agent I knew a:" -1 me to

him for a round of goif.
after the round, we sat in the clubhouse chat..g. He
_ worked the conversation around to Dr. King.

He told me the FBI had been using & variety of electronic
eavesdropping devices on Dr. King. Besides tapping his -
phone, they had planted listening devices in hote] rooms he
used while traveling, . .
. The result, he said, was a very thick file on Dr. King. -

He gave me some examples. ’ .
- They were very personal things. They were things I'm
sure Dr. King would not want anyone else to know about. If

. you bugged almost anyone's bedroom long enough, you -
would hear things that person didn't want anyone else to
know about. : 4 . .

' ___BUT NONE OF THE THINGS this ex-FBI agent told me
rellecied in any way on Dr. King's loyalty, his Americanism,
or seemed to be remotely related to national security.

Nor did they reflect on his role as a leader in the civil
rights crusade, a winner of the Nobel Peace Prize, or a
, figure of historic importance, .
T asked the ex-FBI agent if his information was merely
gossip or if he was sure about it. ) )
\ He said he had visited J. Edgar Hoover in Washington and
" had been briefed on the contents of the King file.
pe It was not uncommot, he said, for trusted ex-agents to be .
J& letin on such things. .. - .
Obviously, I was supposed to be shocked by the things he
w%meizmkfn I was. But not for the reasons he assumed.
e shocking part of #t was that he was i
there telling me such things. - actially siting
They were none of my business, and they were none of his
‘business. They. were nobody’s business but Dr. King's.

. IT WAS PLAIN OLD MUD-SLINGING, on a level with the
lowest scandal magazines and transom-peeking publications. .
There was no doubt in my mind then, and none now, that
- it was being leaked to me for the purpose of discraditing Dr,
King. .
., The same type olihime=® have since learned, occurred in
ﬁ!r—.‘tg:: citles, wiil atler ncwamen,
.. The same type of thing, I have since jeamed, occurred in
other cities, with other newsmen.
And it doesn’t take much imagination to figure out why.
'\O\ r. King and Hoover had engaged in a furious public quar-
9 § 1. Hoover, quite clearly, did not like Dr. King.
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That's why | suggest the FBI hasn't given an adequate ex-
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anation.
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"™\ 1f the wiretapping was being done for national security, |
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fow resume that it should have been kept m-big secret.
=%y ' Secret? How much of a secret was it If a newspaper col-
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:: urnnist in Chicazo knew of the eavesdropping? Qr il a for-

r‘_‘,‘f ' mer agent — & private citizen — could tatk about tt?_

e (For the record, the ex-agent was not a two-bit gumshoe
given to flights of fancy. He was then 2 well knowt. and
highly respected investipator. He is today a famouvs and

powerful man.)

AND 1S THE PURPQSE OF SUCH oflficial eavesdro;?ping
to gather spite material, transom-peeking tidbits that will be

t
<
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whispered in the ears of opinjon-makers? N .
That, of course, is the greatest danger from Big Brother
. and his big ear. .
I that’s what Dr. King's file was used for, then I'll‘ gladly
second Rowan's suggestion that Hoover he replacec.
The scandai-sheet business should be lefi to private indus-
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oo you for your extension of remarks
Ctaorro podin v Conzrezsionz] Fecord of June 24th,
ovnidnterithoshiyl of you to comment as you did and
Pove i ovied fnte it Tecesrd the article from "The Eve-
P Ohenh S Ty Jm? iCth coacerning the Martin Luther.
.y 4., wirclap controversy, :

; : 1 certainly appreciate your continuing staunch B
- coozertand Ut roeans a great deal to me.

e o ’
g%: -

. -.  Sincerely yours, . [
i - J. Edgar Hoover Al NNY-D

- T\AT\\ \ C,

- Oklahoma Ci L WEORMA CAeQiPED e
¥ 1 - Oklahoma City R- TREN 1S URCL o M ¢
= %MEM N

\..\
f
P T NOTE: Congressm'm Edmondson is on the Special Correspondents List. O
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oot Iepdli oty epuTied Lho
of o aonveradon Evane hagd just

S Kennedly in whilch thie Attorney
SRed about the feasliility of Ine

. Clectronie deviceas on Kinn'a tele=

wv: headed the Souiaern Chrigdan
A Conference.

i ANLG ABWW. LY NCATHONE
wy, mccording W the Ewalls memo,
searned about reporw, that Hine was
. audent of Marxhoanm, thiat he was associating
. A New York atiarney with known Cem-
= s conncctions, but that he did not
S7 espouse Marxis beeaune of his re-
..,, ous bellels, The Evans mwemorandun o=
#eated Kennedy wanted 0 know if 1t wans
wennically feaulble to ute clectronic devices

s prove or disprove thee allepations.

LY
{  The Evans memo sald Evans replicd to

feanedy that King was & man who traveled
stminst ¢onswaniliy and that it was exwremely
¢incils to use wiretaps elfectively 1o such
CNCS

Hoover told Thr Star that BT officlals also
mlormed Kennedy at that time that they
coubled the advisabllity of underfaking
eircronic survelllanee of Dr. King because
of rassible poiltical repercussions.

However, the secocnd memorandum cited
by Hoover shows that en Octaber 7, 1963, the
F2I enle! reported to Keninedy thal it waa
then technlcally feaslbie W apply wirelanps
to King's tweicphones at two places, onc of
them 81 An unnamed location in New York.

That memorandum constituted the FOI's
request for authority to procecd with the

wirelap proposed by Kennedy four months’

before. The document bearks In the lower
left-hand edkner the signature. “Robert P
Kenncdy,” and under the name the date
*10-10-£3.7

Heover did not indieate w0 The Star when
the survelllance was started but sald she
1aps were discontinued on ADril 30, 1065, At
that trme Nicholas Katzenbach was serving as
Alloraey General.

i Asked about the results of the eicttronic
surveillance today., Hoover declined com-
ment.

Tue FDI director tolad The Star: "I have
neve: Guthorized installation of technleal
elecironic devices without wrntlen authority
of the Attoruey General.™

Tolay's discloswres ¢ilmaxed & long sinol-
ﬂar\n: SONLIoversy gver the role of the FBI,

ST

& subordinate burc:m of the Justics Dcp:u't-
mwent, Ih Using wirctaps or other electronic
devices In investigalive m~ ters. The matier
camne W & head Sunday wiien Carl Rowan, &
colwmnizt for The Star, charged that the PDT
had no autherity t6 wiretap Dr, King's con-
versations, Iie quoted former Atlorney Gen-
eral Ramsey Clark, whoe succceded Katren-
bach, as saying “the implicalion hnt peo-
e thanghie Dr, King wis & steurlly thraat is
Gutraseoun

The Howaly chnfen  prosptett Araociate
FuUl Direcior Clyde A, ‘Tolion Lo write to
Ttowan early thiz week defending legality of
the HKing wlrcum‘

“For your [nformation.” Tolson zald in his
letter, “the wirctap on Martin Luther King,
Jr.. was speeifically approved in advance in
writing by the late attorney gencral of she
United States, Mr. Robert F. Kennedy.™

Te™ on added thiat thoe monitoring devieo
was “stricily in the ficid of internal security
aud thercfore wis willun the prevision Jald
aown by the President of the United Suates™

Evans, now & Washinglon lawycf. %as ¢D .

route 10 Puerte Ples today and could not
be reached for coinment, MHowever, Tucsday
m'm Evans sald he had 0O recttleslon or
wWhadher cd

& WirSwap authorlonlion uudcled Al

Xing had cver beer Wnvoalved 1o iy ﬂqc\..:.,nf
sion with Xcnoedy. E“t,':'dﬁ-;

Aldes W Bon., Ldwacd £, Menaedy, D-Masa.,
pnlid \r-lnv he 'Pﬂ‘-"‘ havs e Suintasul 4D
'\_‘ﬂ-\-rw o B B

et VY. Kennedy,

e WA

-t

1°r Bl
RECORD — 7+ ;‘.u ‘

R oo relert Men: nonn e

FEUE R T | X% L SR S VRN
R 7 B V7 AT B SLLCEY ¥ AN

the atwiri, .,

\.'--'l‘l >

Wwrent IR Goae O his ool Do

farred. IInwever, the Ast. -i.-- H
nenrly s1x wWeeks aflrr ftoteer nrm. G
the aulthoriraton for u.c F.;.. wirctany.

Hiroxer and ch rusiy.. R Liter he-
e e v ioeaeh
B THUIRE T - Geer
m.ere.

I'.'V'.h TR : .ty wheh
'Krnncdy nnuc pnbAc L Fot nery MNE6G, letler
e him from Evi whiecly made H 44
that the use of hidden microphones not

Kennedy's responalhiiny but su‘--r'ln. Lo

mAy LAYe dizectiy approved Mie uno 62 wire-
taps on phones. That jeter saly the FLI 2ent
tnuon.nt secunly wiretap requests 1o Ked-
nedy for approval,

It ke rellably reporped that Kenneily wion
reminded by the FDI that it stli hasd In 1ls
Bles thoe suthorzations signcd by himn &
Attorney General for teiephonle wiretnps.
However, lHoover did noy discloie at that
time any names Of persons under wirelhp
surveillance with Kennedy's approval.

At that singe, Knm-dy and Hoover broke
off the public exéhange of charges as if by
mutunl consent. This was rrr,:\rdi pardy

as dud W Kennedy's realizationftiicc his
sioncd authorizations were sWil InWBI Ales,
partly to the FDI's desire not Lo have speclad
atiendon drawn 1o Its investigative teche
nigues Nor 10 engafe In a battie wilh the
Kennedy forces that could have poiiweal
OVCrLOncs.

The Justice Department on 'h.csd\y de-
clincd a dircet answer when asked for doc-
umentatien of Tolson's coatention in hiis
leticr to Rowan. But earller this month. &
Jusuce Depariment spokesman sald Hoover
wWag Taccurate in every respoect” in his re-
Dealed stnlements that all wirgtaps were
being authorized In advance and in wridng
by the Attorney General during the time-
span of the Controversy.

A Justice department spoxesman, fsked
today I Attorney Gencral Johin N. Mitehell
had ptven Hoover permission to discuss the
eontents of secret documentis of the Xing
wiretapping, replicd simply, “ao comment.”

However, the spokcsman recalled that the
atwommcey general had declined to authonz
digclosurcs in court of the basic authoriiy
for the wiretapping. Such disclosures had
been demanded by defense lawyera in tre
Housion draft evasion hearing for Iormer
boxing champion Caglus Clay, It WS durirg
that hearing that the King wirctypping waa
olficially revealsd for the 8rst wgpe.
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i
. Mike Royko t :
‘-,,,.L_lmist:\‘ AL' i"-J'-'i R P . .
“=troit Free Press HEREIN IS birv e oo : ‘ S
Detroit, Michigan oot .
8 DATER 41 | T4 g
Subject: Your arBicle appearing 6/19 re Eli . ‘iz an @nalysis :
~) ‘
. . . - et ‘ —\'
Dear Mr. Royko: /) PR A SR k, o \
Your article (copy enclosed) suggests your observ: .- the motive ‘ ~
for wiretapping Dr. King might be a} Mr. Hoo i« ¢ in’i ke Dr. ‘T
King (par F} and b.} Mr, Hoover resopstec to «s'u. 5.7 agency to o
go into the scandal sheet business {par G). . :

Have you asked your lockeroom contact ii he motiv« for wiretapping
was "national security’. Have you asked lim the aature of the
‘"national security"? Maybe you feel thest: juestions are not imporiant
to your report of your lockeroom experience. '

oy

If the purpose of the wiretapping was national security and
If national security should be kept secret (as you suggest par. F)- "
And you had club house experience where the matter was discussed —t

in some intimate details, and yet you did not find out what the motive ‘ ;’,'}.'J'

was for the wiretapping (par A); thea I would suggest your contact Q‘
maintained his obligation of secracy for the wiretapping. t ﬁ v

Y
ORIG: mrn.r:ﬁg; \

Cogr 145
As a matter of national policy do you think: AN, (,}\_,
a. Mr. Hoover should make public "'naiional security” details R :a‘ ¢
of investigations 7 A0 _
b. To whom should he make these molive known'? C :f J /a‘/\g
(1) yoa acknowledge your contact and other trusted ex-agents \/"' ‘
were "let in on such things® (par B). i\
You state (par C} '"a famous man's imperfections don't shock me" 6
This characteristic is admirable and onc of a mark of perfection ior
yourself. Thus, you shouldn't be shocked at the imperfection of yoar
lockeroom contact {par D} for his rnot heing iminune to being effected
by revelliiggps of famous men's imperfectiom.
[ . N ‘
I would suggest you ~ontact your lockercom contact to determine if
the etapping %7\ o ‘'national security motive', then write another -
arg on the subijuci =9 2 it is oo ‘... .\.. :
c ] } ﬁ - ’ “: Vﬂ - .,
cc: NG, #=2 :F-sh‘ﬁ‘ Xconifpurd nesiypage) -
514yl }gssss’” R e g
e — '
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It would pe contrary to naiis .- -licy fo

article ajjleges (g3 ir - B KT NEP .
King), a,d it weould jusi - ' 0 pu SN

requued_to make public detalls of "nationai ..
because operfections of persons “let in va = .
I feel you are definately on target with public irt
publish possible use of our governmental agencie-

to accomplish personal motives of public officisl:

Your exersise of telling of your expereinces as - .« S P
the chips fall where they may is also consistent «

1, as & layman, see it.

I have made this analysis of your article for my . -,
pass it on to you for what it is worth,

Keep up your good work and best wishes to you for .

Sin. ep b .

\, cc:C. Tolson

Asgociate FBI Director
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_('I.-‘\ w LTy ,'.“l‘ By
v, i .-,.,.-; l‘)}"_ . .- ::J}‘JAA{E% .. B

s CHICAGO—Tac FR 2 # ol morse ex- I was Dok uncornmon he said, tor 'truate&
- . . tingtadn e on i Lves {or spy.:\g w>-AEeNis 0 be let in on mueh things.
e Doteniahe Jat e, Lol Luivier King. Obvlously, T was supposed to be shocked: bv:' -
' IUwas Teoc'.t Ceo s s+ - pralo.gue’ §n She things he lold mie. And I was, But not jor C
coi;.:m;. Wisie vy Coo' Luwan that entj.. $he reasoss he assumed. A famous man's im- o

eined the wirttapung ot [ ‘n‘.mg'l phones, ‘. Pericctions don’t shock me,

5 . Qlyde Tolonn, » ol AT Directer, saysy - Tha shocking dlsclosure was that he was
e wirelapy ek Guor “nelionz] gecu-”  actually xunng there telling me such things.. D

Ty Feastis. 1 . “np iermval of the late T - They were none of my business, and they & *
"Robert Kenrcdy ¢ o m't.. 'y general .~ were none of his business. They ware nobody’s =
.- That dae.m's come ever cinse to telling it, ., business buz Dr. King’s.
. N © It was ‘plain old ‘mud slinging, on & level .
men':_ 'I;lrﬁ:éc_“” DOFESX'T . ’-’-Jﬂ s the fal- " yith the lowest scandal magesines I.Hd tran.
8 ‘ “som peekm" publlc actions. . .
Abou: three years a,ga 23 exS‘BI agent I-- o
knew asked m2 o Join him for & round of 'I'Hu"tE WAS NO DOUBT In my mind then S +
goll. ' ard none mow, that it was being leaked to.mae :
Alier the round, we aal in the clubnouse foF the purpose of discroditng Dr. King. * = - -
chatury. He \“,,m the conversation arpund Tihe same type of thing, Ihave since Iemcd - -
to Dr. hm" - oceurred in other efties, with other newsmen. c
Me told me that the FBI hid been using & - And it doesa't take mauch fmaginstion o fig- .
variefy of electronic eveadropping devices on WPt oul why. Dr. King and Hoover had .en- E .
Dr. Ring, Desides tapping his nhnnc, they had £azed In a furicus public quarrel, HWVQ'-
pianted IEH'.(‘.M‘.\; devices 9 hotel Fooms he | (Quile ““‘ﬂ)- did mot like Dr. King, . - . =
used while wraviling. That's why I suggest that the FBI ha.:nt
The result, he said, was'a very thick m. | Biven an sdequate explanation. o
on Dr. King. "I the . wiretappiny was being dm for
" He gave me spme examplcs. “national’ security,” I presume that it should
’ They were vor} personal things, Neturall have been kept & big secret. -
LU yau BLy almest anybody’s bedroom 100: Becrct? How much of a secret was # i a
encuga, you wiil hear personal things. - newspaper columnist in Chicago knew of the
They were things that I'm sure Dr. King avesdropping? Or if u former ageat-—a pﬁ-
woulc npt want anyone else to hnow about.  yate eitizen — could talk about it? - ,
© *If you buzged almos! anyone's bedroom lon .
'c.":oy:J;h. y:az would hnaryu.::.cs that pcrsoﬁ b“(Fo th: record, ‘t? ex:gcgft:ru an: two- . '
diln’t want anyonc else {o kaow about’ gumshoe given to fig ancy. was L
= “then a well-known and- h:'-h]y-mpected inves- o
, BLT XONE OF THE TIINGS this ex-FBI tgator. He is today a !a-mom powarml s
'agent told me about relecied in any woy on- -2ARD)
"Dr. King's “loyalty,” iue “Awnericanism,” er . AND IS 'r}m ?URPOSE ot mch ornuni
l(n.:lm.l i
::f:r:ti' ':.0 be: re“nn.e&y relaied o ‘eavesdropping to gather apite-material, §
Nor did they reflect on his role a3 l'ieuler m-peekingo‘hdblh that. Eu l.’r' mm i“

* in the civil rizhts crusade, & winner of the - ears opinlon makers : ' ‘ ’
Nobel Peace Prize, or a figure of historle - Thal, of course, is the greatest ‘“lv"' C T
importance. "Big Brother and his biz ear. ) e

1 asked the ex-FBI agent if his information °  If that's what Dr. King's tile war -
was merely gossip or if he was sure sbout it. . then I'll gladly second Ram L3 ]
B He aaid that be had visited J. Edgar Hoover . Hoover be replaced. : s .
=in Was‘liﬁz‘l.ﬂl‘bd been brieled on the .. The scandal mu W ) * o
aonunua(mmmngtﬂc. epﬂvm I .yt vt \fw_.'-r.'
LI T .A. ‘\é ST o ""-’J“ ~'--- ‘-ﬂ' et i‘.‘l? \"-“‘H— )
} r - a-“'-' N .1:5(-‘1“:\‘4‘
= : '::\-\\‘-' [ VAN
H . noot ‘o m )
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TO : 1%1‘: | _ -.r‘
i

. -. ' ) . . '1"'\‘..'.\
FROM : M.t L, Jo s A - ) .
T . H'r- .
b .- S Y A ‘4"!} AN e
I Noae v B C i .
styzeT N o o ey e
‘." ‘_J.\FC‘.#».ML"\J,.A(,}.\; LO.’\ PR cT.'.':.I . o . r"_f‘ ’
¢ M
Aomeviile o coaygnn e o oL T v tion wita 0113 N
s ion of flariin TicLer Zipchas . il el by one ,
4 Accompauymg the newsp:... - ..¢ Coo e nwte from’
wiich SiZites, L erpect 1o seld vour resnc oo e coaenm and haye aclha

L oCe vUOUD I'en . ! , [Pt "R PeY,
lo ( Senniors te insist on it. " e _ © - :% s, and the p#st-
mark on the envelope is nut legible. .

" l/ The newspaper column whir' 730 1 to Lbe Director by-
: beirs the by-line of Mike Royko; however, :zitl:. %@ name o the newspaper
nos the cate on wiich the column was published »: indicated. In the column,
uox S0 cliis aat about four years ago a fvomer 31 Agent told him that
curing 2 triv o ”achinO'tou he (the former Agen.: had been briefed by the
irector ro v rdins "the contents of the (Murtin iutner) King file. " Royko then k)
i iics u-;- tire iniormation waich the Direrisr disrlosed to the former Agent
azoar Hing "was plain old mud-slinging, on « ievel with the lowest scandal
n:agzines and tra.rxsr)m—peeking publicatice: . ' Koyko concludes, 'If that's what
Dr. Hiung's file vus "sed tor, then I'll gladly second {Carl) Rowan's suggestion
fibrltuloovu te renizced. ' Royko does not name 1. former FBI Agent to whom he-~

INFORMATION IN BUFILES

N
2 ™~
E.files retlect that Mike Royko is a columnist for the "Chicagd N
Daily New=." On December 24, 1864, he wrote what apparently was intended to be‘;
& beudC o =enie0 o6 an open house held in the press room of the new Federal
Buiiding in Cuiczgoe which stated, in part, 'Reporters, judges, FBI men, governmens
prosecutors, private attorneys and assorted federal officials were standing a.round‘)
drining. braguing and fibbing to each other.™ SAC M. W. Johnson nnmedlately\
contacted thie Executive Editor of the "Chicago Daily News'and protested that this
ves wcon 0 L f=2¥rication and unscrupulous reporting. 1In subsequent editions of
tie Decongimpe 2<, 1564, issue of the newspaper, all reference to the FBI was "™ H
de wledg: - v che's column. At the time of this incident, SAC Johnson observed

hdt Rogos s the type of writer who never h2s a good word to say about anybody

or ary ._.‘1'.2.; o lr (/)= /O@é . ______._; ettt _ g
T 6’;‘” KECORIED ¢
- . CONTINUED - OVERes JUN 89 il E
e e nl\[“ Wf‘.\lé‘rz“‘ N
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Tala nm_nms who wrote v et At

.,-Cu al ed Kean.dy s> « + tios
writien by John Crosby in Ocm‘v 190k,
FBI was engaged in compiling ' st

States, an activity repugnart :‘.r,- P
and inquired, ". . .what hasin. a
ordinary citizen. . .Is the conni,

. - éml R. F. Ken‘;eay i
‘ous anti-FBI column
‘etter, he implied that the
«S. everyone in the United
‘nose of @ police state mentality"™
o3 that is of value to the
«« fov J. Edgar Hoover's activities?"

EY

lbf](c ,;

RECOMMENDATION ;
For information. Ir i ‘elt that eithe.)r Royko
deserves the dignity of a reply.
i B - -
\;" . - \/ /
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¢ £LASSIIED AND paTL:  6-17-65 R 2
‘ 7TENDED BY... 2.2 Y I 0 «-.n- >
{ REASOM FOR EXTENSION
. FCIM, M, 1-24.2............ 0o .., R, W
T— DATE OF REVIEW FOR 6 43 A~ )
, i o DECLASSIFICATION. ... -1 ‘fﬁ' BEATE
. OF ARTICLE ENTITLED ,(— I
3 ‘E FOR J. EDGAR HOOVLR TO GO
LT ‘_'_._‘-.I,{u IN TEEL 6-15-69 ISSUE OF
... SUNDAY STAR," WASHINGTON, D. C.
0. S8
ConosziSt .

Captioned individual in his article eriticizes the FI.I conca:
vse of electronic surveiliance devices and urges that Mr Hoover be
nilred immediately as Director of FBL. Buules reveal Rowan born 8-
DLW _nscro‘t Tennessee, He received A,B. degree, Oberlin College (1L
~-I.A, degree in journalism from University of Minnesota (1948).
¢ = gyndicated columnist with "Chicago Daily News' since 1665, We

i-ated Rowan, who had been De mt* Assistant Secretary of State for

N ;\'\ o (‘!
B T o
ok

) S ¥ o
£.BlL Aifairs since 1861, for State Department in 1962 and investigation
was generally favorable, b 7(()

Rowan served as Ambassador tc leam \16C3- 64) and was
: Divector of the United States Informaiion sAgency (USIA), 1864-63.
In April, 1907, o rogues Irom Toooo o onriclyancet the
{rect®imnd discuss anti-Vietaao l,_utw L5l '_'_. L‘u“q_ing, was
decu.n d. In June, 1867, Rovan comslioa oo s anl D -rk. fui Sullivan and
. voiced desire to help adminisirazl L prevoat F‘ victs from occurring

ownn stated he kuew of good wa. Z0T wen o ir i g TRehl “-.nfl afferes
PO - 1Y
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. __r."!gel’_,oachﬁi y . . - by i
-~ N . . s et . .
T & aedeC 107 y - p e
Tece v SoniiuEn
& R IS
r, w*rn, (:‘:) (“f"‘\*"— R



R

b

Ao w. oo w3 to Bishop Memvu
RE: CARL T. ROWAN

-
tob msﬁswnce to us. He zl70 expressed bralief that 77 st 7o “‘
. ' -u.; whom he desor! DF" < : critha T ol e ;
' congerous man, had Peccit. . oo - diabilify muoooia, oo “ !
! movement but to national defenue and the country 1tselI VU Lo ¥
- King -l 5 ingness to move in the direction of the Left and s :ien: K v ws
. LO l;inci of a leader for the Negro people to have.

Rowan has in the past been critical of the Bureaw 7.~ ..
i ings. In an article appearing last April in the "Evening Star, " Rur¥an
cuesed the departure of Henry Loomis from Voice of America (VOA)
: & nowan headed the USIA. Rowan stated that just prior to this departure
: he had criticized Loomis as being "inexcusably irresponsible or was manifesting
- & futile notion that he could run VOA independent of its parent body the woy E
J. Edzar Hoover supposedly ran the FBI alcof from policies of the Justice
Deparument. ' Over the Director’s signature, a letter was written on 4-4-69
¢ to the "Evening Star" calling Rowan's "gratut‘ 2us slur' on the Director's
! administration of the FBI "completely irresponsible and untrue."

Rowan is not carried on any of our mailing lists.

ReECOMMENDA TION:

None, For information.
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5 A .ual ii his article criticizes the FBI
Ko Coi e use of » - ¢ surveillance devices and urges that
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5 Nr “ revlaces ~zaiately as Director of the FBI. Qur
b ier - - poreviewed on Rowan and they reveal the following
b infer - - cesndrs him, -
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ol laomas Rowan, a Negro, was born on 8-11-25 at
Ravensu *":,f.v,: ‘tennessee. He attended Tennessee State University
(1847 -2, \ ashborn University (1943-44), and received an A, B. degree
in mail zmades from Oberlin College in 1947, In 1948 he received an
MLA, m;;, ree in journalism from the University of Minnesota, He has
beer & colunirist with the ""Chicago Daily News” since 1965, and his
syndicated column is carried bv the "Evening Star."
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W o . T. ROWA N _
T <
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,,* Rowan served as Ambassador to Finland from 1963 to 1964
= <5 Director of the Urnited States Information Agency (USIA) from 1964

e

Y B '\V)

In April, 1967, Rowan requested the opportunity to visit
iz Director for a brief chat, Ee stated that he would like to discuss
scime aspects of the anti-Vietnam protests and said he wanted to ask
A r, Hoover about Martin Luther King. He indicated at that time that
Wi« he was in Government service he had become aware of King's
urdavorable side, It was recommeinded and approved that Rowan's request
for a meeting be declined and this was done,

In June 0: 1867, kowen contacted Assistant Director Sullivan f
a2t which time he indicated that he would like to do everything possible to help
the administration in its efiorts to prevent Negro riots from occurring. At
thlh time, Rowan a.ivised that he knew of the good work that the FBI had
n doing in this field and offered to be of any assistance in this regard.

: also stated that he thought Martin Luther King had become a grave

l.J.
liability not nnhr t0 the civil 'mo-hh': movement but to national defense

Ap-.‘.J As

and the country 1tself. e deecnbed King as a person with a Messiah com-
plex i called him a dangerous min. He further spoke of King's willingnegs
to gov the directon of the Left a;.d stated that King was no kind of a
leager for the Negro people to have.
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Ching put one wutlics 0 rate Philac 00 oo e o s {jonary
Action Movermes . - . couevewas e . o Loancns o oofcle,
which upset e &l g Commis - o 0 w07 Yoo zations,
was g tirzos O cunor e

its Worsy

enEntionsl ~ o7 ronerting at

- G this v¢ ..l-‘iLLiI’T‘! 1 i.e "Evening

SGAT, T LiTLuste TES SUL - - .. L.l enry j‘
Loomis froin nis we Voice of £ cize o t)%, \'hl].L r{owa.n
heoded the Usla, wawith thizs -0 o0 Rowon “es ribed a
Gressing 4cwn toot he oo -o T.oomis and, 2eonrdd to Ruewan, told

(st voood sy roggably drrvc o oonel 2 or was manifesting

futile no-i’m that L& av;n;l.f ~an VOA incgec dar ! its pocent pody the

way &, Eaoer Hoover sup. .etuy ran the Ll aloof from policles of the

Jusiice L—p:.:br ent." In coinection with this arti ie, the Director

requesied wiut the "r_ve:_i“ o Slar' be writfen and toid that "Rowan's

gratutious siur on my acminisirvation of th:e ¥BI i: completely irresponsible
and uatrue. '’ This was done by letter of 4-4-69, over the Director's signature.

rowan is not carried on any of our mailing lists.
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11:06 AM DEQUSSW‘“_""_"---EB:-; Fo%e" June 18, 1869
- MEMORANDUM FOR MR. TOLSON
* MR, DE LOACH
LR, SULLIVAN
MR. BISHOP

Lir. Newbold Noyes, Editor of The Lvening Star called, BEe said
be tharked me very xauch for talking to hira because he knew this was an (o -
unusuzl kind of thing to have happen. Mh b

Ec said he wanted to 22k me very seriously, but he was sure [ was
farrfiiar with this and given thought o It already, but he wanted to report on
tue Lacie of thelr etory that was run yesterday about the authorization that
t.e r ol bad from Mr, Rovert Kenacdy, to release the hing material; that
tocy are gotting & great deal of static from pecple who are telling them e-
th.y say tiez kave thia authorization, but they don't relezse it and don't show
wont toe documents are and reany of these docurcents that have been released
in toe port are fuzzy and don't reclly show there was clear authorizationto
do {nhis and in genoral there is & nendispovtion on the part of the readers to
accent the icea that Bob Lennedy actually did authorize the tapping of Kinz's
rhonz, Ee eald, "Now l just waat to ask you as sericusly as I can to relcase

‘L‘\F-’L Pl T Wase bm o Sl oo e ol lee el dad

you say. " . "\']ar.b,., LAJPJ/I"J—Q.

fa}
I told Alr, hoyns that he suthorized it in his own hamﬁjn'mng on ki'
Octcher 10, 1205; it was Installed Noveriter 8, 1963, #nd discontinued
Aaril 30, 1955. I told }ir. Noyes that, as a matter oI fact, when Kennedy
wis fLuorney Gensral be requested that the telephones of Dr, King be covered
by cicctronic device and was per&:uaded by our people not to do it in view of .

BYe o Po— [ N men Tl o o shmaccmed bl ancfwd mosld dolomeensd
| S E"J—bwl’- x’ep\..rt.-.lbb.luu.‘s, l.l'.l\..n [ =383 vl Llwbeu A4 MALIR) S UCLAYCW

bringing the metter up azain until in October the authority was sigred by bim
in Li_ owa Landwriting and it gave us the authority to do it end we discontinued
it ca .. ord 20, 16€5, under the adminictration of Attorney Gencral Matzendach,
iiZe i.oy\.a saiu be understood and asked M they could report this, 1 told him
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Mercorandum for Messrs. Tolson, Deloach, Bullivan, Bishop June 19; 1968

4

line on this is that Mr, Tolsoa wrote (Carl) Rowan about his slanderous column
last Sundoy and he, Rowan, wrote back in which he asked a series of eizht or
nin2 quecticns, such as, did we tap the telephone of a half dozen leaders lize
veiisins.  of the NAACP, Farmer, eicht or nine others, Abernatkey; or i we
boo tapped toe pliones oI a Congressruan; and various other thinzs. Mr. Noyes
said he was not acliing all that, I told him he could certainly print what I sy
“beoouse we are wrmx:g back to Rowzan today that since he did not seck any facts
bciore printiny his column, he was not entitled to any informatica from vs at
th.is time, but as to the question be b2s asked, the dates that these wireteps

- arc on, I bhave the original copy of it on my desk. It was signed by Kennedy
I.n kic owa handwriting on October 10, 1963.

B Y Rt LTI

a4

g

T T

;. e
‘W-yi R Ll
DRI A A

Ar. Noyes sald if I bad one minute, could be repeat back to me what
bhe vaderetood I had said to him s0 there would be no misunderstanding and also

cuvid ke tell me that ke was adding into it tome details that he thought they
already understood about this from other sources they have talked to.

-
v“ﬂ-‘—-f

TR .

L2 eald it was bis understanding that in June, 1963, Mr. Kennedy
¢id svrzect throughn a liaison man that he bad with me, that I should keep an
eye oa Martin luthzr Elnr because of kis association with people that he,
I ooert nepncdy, was converned abaut and he, Noyes, was particularly talking
a&bout Ctanlzy Levigson and a fellow ramed Jones, both of whom were supposed
to be of harxist leagings and that the Attorney General was conceracd akout
Eing's reinticas with theee people and he thought it might te a good idca to put
an elecronic surveillance device ol some type foto the picture to see what he
wis Goiag; that the FDI cuzeected at that time that this would be a dillicult
tiir: 15 €o bocause of the fact that Xing traveled around so much 2nd there were
¢ i of pclitical repercussions that ruight result; but then subsequently on the
7., oI Noverzber {and I corrected him ard toid him October 7, 12€3) -~ on
ol 7, 1503, Ireported, and this {s a memoractumn from me to the Attorney
~iooend, a fcur-parazraph document, that I had determiced the feasibility of
2l izl tﬂ'xs on the telephones oI the SCLC headgquarters at Atlapta ang
.ow Yurigas if he authorized it, I was prepared to go shead and ¢o it and thate
cie Lock 10 nie, the memorandum. with his initials, I told him with his full
a-tae, Robert F. Kennedy, Mr. Noyes continued = o.k.'d by him, daum that
10/13/C¢3. Itold Mr, }ojcethat was comct. , . ot
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Memorandum for Messrs, Tolson, DeLoach, Sullivan, Bishop  June 19] 1969
Nr. Noyes continued that it was his understanding that I had no

objection to his using this «= is it 0. k. for them to identily the FBI as
the source or flatly say it on their own. I told bim I would rather he fatly -

. £2id 1t on his own, but I anticipate simllar requests from other sources that

I wauld &Gt be as irank with as I have been with him. bir. Noyea said o.k.;
L.athet.hou,htthisisawlsethin,formetodo .

He said if 1 had one more minute, he wonld like to tell me one
reason vhy he happened to be interested in this thing. Hesaid he had some
youcz people with whom he was friendly who were invalved in a wedding
thic weckend 2nd the boys and girls sl ended up at his house after the thing
and he did oot Yrnow whether they had read Rowan's column, but they: were
tajkinz about the fact how dreadful it was that the FBI would have presumed to
tzp ths phone or kecp an eye on Martin Luther King, a great hero. Ee said
after listening to this for about an hour and a half, he told them to hold on
& micute, that it was his understanding that the Bureau had been checking on *
Xinz becauce there had been allegations thot he had been in touch with ,
recosnized or potentinl communist agents and the reason nothing was ever
rp-lr':qp"l or dane ahout it was that aftar chpcklnq into it, thpv became
Batisf{icd there was nothing dapzerous ang he a.sked L‘hem what they would
think of a Government that did not check into informetion that seemed to show
that communist agents were trying to work on a man in Martin Luther King's
position. He szid these kids listencd and were astounded that there might be
ansther side to if, and he was telling me that this was taken by Bobby Lennedy
from the point of view of the generation gap. Mr. Noyes said bhe thought this -~
is an important story. I said he became a kind of h.essiah for the generauon

oon and lnﬁlvlr!nzlﬂ who waere nro-Kine and ctill ara,

I told Mr, Noyes that as to the matter of electronic installations,
I have never suthorized an electronic installztion of any kind at any time
except with written approval of the then Attoroey General and that goes right -
down to y. Iszid I do not have avthority to do it myself end I do not want
teslfe e Attorney General chould be the one to approve or not approve™s
electronic survelllances and we use it oaly in internal security cases and now
in organized crime, Isald in organized crime, the 2uthority has to be obtained
from tha courts urdsr the McClellan biil and in security cases -- espionage, -
comrunigh activities - that is approved Ly the Attorney General, which 18 g,

; - ’-
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L Aemorandum for Messrs. Tolson, DeLoach, Bullivan, Bishop June 18, B969

allov.cd unier the McClellan Bill. I continued that the Rowan article indicated
we were promiscuously continuing this sort of thing without regard to restrictions

| ar pr~ars ¢ antharity oA the trmth Af tha matitar ic T hava negar avaw anthnrisad
.' wa .‘-v*u e %.“v‘“" e WA T Wk WA Tk AR W B .B’ & AT W B Vivd YWV ipd 9% nlilld ol

the installztion of 2 technical electronic device except with the approval of the

Attorney General in writing and we have on file the original docuinents that
surpont that stateient,

kir., Noyes said that when he {irst asked me, ¥ said it was all right

- to cite the Tureau for the authority aad then I incicated I would rather have it
comc from them directly, Ha said if,in order to give this the authority it
e2ould hove, 2 18 necessary for him to cite me for the authority for some of
this, is that o.k. with me, Itald bim that normally § would say no; that I
wouia dzier to his judgeracnt because he knows more about the matter of .
Poulic relations and public reaction. Itold him I have been astounded at the ™ -
recction o this thing, Is&ald some of these magazines, like Newsweck, :
wkich i& ovmed by the Washington Post, carricd the Cassius Clay testimony
ia Tczas where he is on trial and where tha use of the electronic device was
expocod, and they stated the Agent testified the taps were continued until’
ilinz's death, 1said that in untrue and the Agent did not so testily, Isaid
in tie King case, it was discontinued April 36, 1665, I told Mr. Noyes that
if ke thought it would be to the best interest of public relations in clearing
up any really serious doubts newspaper people have, I would have no objection
to being quotced. '- B :

1ir. Noyes said be thanked me axﬂha thought I was making a wise
decision in letting it come out. He said he thought i may be one of the most -

drn-martant ataslsac Al thn wane
Badei p S & Sibdile ﬁbvawnw“'w. '

L

L

I told AMr. Nojsthat when I read the Sunday paper and Rowan's -
azrticle I thouzht here is an individual who is a Messiah of the aissident left,
ci which Fowan i 2 part, and yet it was done at the instance of Bobby Kennedy,
w0 latep became & great friend of King's, notwithstanding he knew all the -
facts, fh.ep: bim advised as well as-every Atlorncy Gensral siuce. =

ecald thawa ta Aana thiny ahrmnmb thic T ohmild aancolidaw -';l.
& WRLAALE, T4V WS BAALLTY & LS LEAWE WAFLLD ALALs A RGBS

that is that he has the gist of what 18 in these things from me, but Iwillbe - -
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Memorandum for Messrs. 'mlson, Del..oach, Sullivan, Blshop Juse 19 1969

ashed immediately to release them textuauy. He said he thought I ought to do it.
I told him I would have to get the authority of the Attorney General Ior that,

Mir. }\cyac gaid that is mehnr Fmblnm' but the text eurerhit I'n coms m He

" sald it is very well for me to a2y whzt is in them, but the text ought to come
out. Itold him I realized that, He said be thought once before we had put out
pbotostats.

Itold him a Congressman, Gross, meade inguiry in regard to some
of hennedy's authorizationsbefore he died and after be left the Attorney
- Genzoralship., 1 sald be denied he had approved certain suthorizztions ard
scat to the Congressman Xerox coples of the authorization ginned by Kennedy,

2o he “‘“L‘.".g o Pnn‘s. aneman’l fal! ho wage nmlﬂod to “' ap.d/ Dn ﬁffnrﬁﬂy
Ceneral approved. I said In this instance, i we get & requecst from & Congressman
or Senator along the lines be indicated, I would submit it to the Attorney General

wita my recommendation. Mr. Noyes said I was going to get an immediate

requec* == within the noxt murlan! hours ar as go0on a8 he can got thic ont we
irom every ncws media for the text, I told him these were confidential .
documents of the Department ami ‘can only be released as to the text by the

Attorney General.

L Py

e e .. AL e

- Mr, Noyesthankedme.
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Very truly yours, - °
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John Edzar Boover
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4y, COMM-FBI

Deloach

Mohr

Cosper ¥

Tave, . t’ f/
Trote: __ . _ la"}
L JET

L1}

ew York 1158¢

.{f‘;Q bring the excerpts from "The New Yorx Tin:cs” to
& o \, 7 attention is iadeed appreciatea.
Sincerely yours,

J. Edgar Hoover

NOTE: Bufiles contain previous outgoing i
3-13-68 in response to his

5. Callgharn »
k; Conrad -
" Fe!: N . }j/
PO Lo ! ]) B ?5’
i * Bozer ’ .
. Suilieon 3 . -
1 N

ey,

, L9&}

I have received your lettes of June

-’S th. The interest which prompted you to wrii» and 7

b(c

inquiry on the tnpic of communism.%’;;
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Hashington, 1. 7.

ioar Mr, Hocver:

LR

h7(e)

7, 1969
ALL ’NFO /‘TIO
S ATON CONT A
gﬁ?” laUNCLAS;\h ;:j'ihr(“
; Luelica .| ~
.f‘-:;r-t igation MB Y&mm

I have been rcading of your problems concerning the wiretapping of Dr. Martin
tather King's teleptone. Your opponents are, in effect, accusing you of having
verpetrated a great mjustice on Dr. Martin Luther King, who was supposedly a
areat American and a great believer in democracy.

! would suggest that you call to the attention of your opponents and newsmen the

following excerpts that appeared in the New York Times prior to Dr. King's

death. Tell them to let the record speak for itself.

From the New York Times:

"Dr. King again urged young men to file as conscientious objectors
and refuse to fight for the United States which he described as the

Dr. King said:

tator aft
Vietnam"'.

over g united Vietnam”, he said.

In anot

----------------

"The United States is on the wrong side of the
revolutionary movement of oppressed people throughout the world. "
/0t / 6‘- l?b -
The civil rights leader asserted that the United States policy on Vietham
had been wrong since 1946. He said that this country had supported the
French in Indo-China rather than the independence leader, Ho Chi Minh.
He said "when France lost its war, the United States selected one dic-
other to prevent Ho Chi Minh from becoming the head of
"Elections would surely have brought to power Ho Chi Minix

REC- 38

tirle in the New York Times, we read the following:
In his {Dr, King's} address, which was sponsored by the‘Clergy an:i

Laymer Concerned About Vietnam, Dr. King likened the use of =

Arme; an weapens 0D the peasants of Vietnam to the Germane® t7on.

nes' Malea npply

o
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medicine and new tortures in the concentration camps
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~gcord speaks for itself.

Very truly yours,
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Freeport, 1. & 1341 br](C)
Dear 2
Mr. Hoover & . -»- . - iciter of June 24th
and asked me¢ to edvise you ti: - .« uriivie {rom the June 19,
1968, issue ol "TL: Evening St x| ¥an yreviously furnished
to you speaks for itself. He ks no turther compizast to make regard-
:fi' . Fi
9.—"

ing this matic:.

g-—} . Smcerely F K8,
- | wmaEp10 ‘ s
- = A - . -
‘ Juit 2 - 1969 ’/1"/ L0 ST . @
o Heien W, i3 :dy ‘s V . ;.
Secretury ‘O 7 ((-_ ) l

4 NOTE: Bufik s uisclose In April, wca,wof
;C Texas appeared on a list of individuaix axpx essing opposition to the Vietnam

War. He wrote on June 16, 1969, regarding the Martin Luther King wiretap

Mn+roversy and by letter 6/20,/69 we : ent him the 6/19/69 issue oi "The

2 ‘ng Star' and advised him that it set forth our position int hat matt®,
»@rently did not read the ar*xc e carefully as he wonders where we got

£ amho-it_v between September, 1384, and April, 1968, and the article

201y minte s tha ""retaps were mbrontmued on April 30 1965. He

%
Y

3

- : ‘-,,.-«:“enr'v r"ﬁ“wc in get inte 2 ha.<)r regarding this and it is felt the agpve
’ b gl . Jrpriate, , r\ . ‘
R P\EQ ‘b r 'rr" v/
IR ;
‘&/" "; \\) y
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r. J. Edger Hoover i
Federal Bureau of Invest.i_:...

U. S. Department of Justice

viashington, D. C. 20535

Dear kFr. Hoover:

. Thank you for your let:-. ¥ .June 20th explaining the
_~FBI's position concerning (Lo w: :etapping of Dr. Martin Luther
(~King's telephons. -

I still wvould appreclate = clarification on the follow-

{
‘ing: Robert Kennedy resigi.J a: Attorney General in Septem- f
iber, 196L, but an FBI agent r. .ntly testified in federal ;
court that the wivetap continued watil Kimg's death in 1968.

1T neitner Nicholas Katzenbzc.m nor hamsey Clark gave permis-

'sion for such a wiretap, where did the FBI get such authority
‘between September, 1964 and April, 19682 1Is it common practice
for the FEI to carry on such zc“ivities without the knowledge

of the Attorney Seneral: i

As a citizen of this country and #s oneWwho is concerned
about the increasing invasion oi privacy, I feel that you
‘owe us further explanation.

i

Sincerely yours,

-

o

i
K|
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Bonoz .-« Robert L/ Leggett / / nih&/
House of Representhtives Vo
i “a-hingtm. P. C. 20515 //“" ‘l ;
> ‘ v
My dear Congressman: 7' 7 )}
A
Your letter of July 1, 1969, haz been : 'dj\ﬂ'ﬁ’
received, L/ r

other than the enclosed newspaper article, it ia mot
possible for me to furnish you any information since
data in our files is confidential pursuant to regu-
“lations of the Department of Justice. I ragret that
I cannot be of assistance in this instance.

o N S
%hile I certainly sppreciate your interest, L\% W

Sincerely yours,
J. Edgar Hoover

ALL INFORMATIO CO!;%\\NED
Enclosur HEREIN IS uucuxs SIF
) OATE -1 481 B W

NOTE: = See nemorandun G. C. Moore to ¥. <. Sullivan
7/2/69 regarding “Martin Luther King, Jr., Security Matter -
Communist" prepared by JJD:fsh.

COMM-FB[

e =

JUL3 - 1969

Newspaper article being sent to Leggett is the !2
one which appeared in the Evening Star 6/19/69 entitled
"¥4gg Wiretap Called RFK's Ideal
= __‘ Bishop
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;& July 1, 1969 o
".;m

The Honorable J. Edgar Hoover

Director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Hoover,

I am becoming increasingly concerned pver recent
reports relating to the late Martin Luthe¥ Xing, Jr.'s
alleged affiliation with known Communists and Communist-
e front organizations. The current controversy has
T unfortunately obfuscated the historical record concerning
Dr. King's activities in the Civil Rights Movement.

3l In an effort to separate fact from fiction, I
- would very much appreciate a comprehensive briefing

concerning this matter at your earliest possible
convenience.

Yours v ry truly,

) /éﬁ/ﬂé’”

o ROBERT L. L
A \&' Member of Congress
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{ Myl
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™~ - - 3 - H \ bl:
Cole abia Unive . the O ~ow York | New York, .v.v.  u2¥ - (
Mr. F..
‘l - /‘ . E A - 425 Ao, T tre . Bﬂ“
Tae P o
Mr.
Tele. Rour |
‘ ~.~over, Director P
.. O Yepartment of Justice e ey
. v wt of Investigation S
CRE ‘ nC. 20535

e

" you for your letésr of June 18. I am disturbed by
=ntes that my letter to the New York Times contasined "unwarranted
o7 the F,B.I. and "unfounded charges.” My use of theqestion
; ©... rentral part of that lelter was meant to be honest, not )
‘ © w0, At the time, I did not have enough facts to know who was %
- 2ibiy for the wiretapping or whe‘ther, putting aside the legal im-
.. Federel Communications Act, there were sufficient reasoms

,?
)

‘\..-

s it. As to the former question, subsequent statements have

Pt *i *he matter a good deal (though to my knowledge, it has still

i“gf. - 2xplieitly stated that all tapping did stop when the authorization

= .. Xa regard to the.latter question, it may be i1t is Impossible
»efore"the public enough information about the reesons for the

,,.g_r
r'"T ’

_fi;—_j Tor dnterested private citizens to make a judgment on its ad-

w.1uity, but so far as I am aware nc statements have been made since
~Lwer that would quiet my doubte on that score.

I am somewhat reassured that the tapping was done pursuant to K/
" .swa Taith view of the needs of internal security and appreciate your ¢
“r7 made that clear. Perhaps the basic question is how broadly that
w should be interpreted when something as serious as continued wire-
vIng absent judieial approval is involved.

R
Ay F-\‘J.".LU Sincerely yours, w

AL
E *qus&"“ R d‘g)m L ) MPJ}

-r-i_‘(.;l"*"'."? 157 Do KentGreenavals

£’ JUL 7 1980
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KENTIGREENAWALT
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR
COLUMBIA SCHOOL OF i+ i 7/ ¥ " % 3 F¥
CRITICISM OF MR, HOGYTZ Anir -
WIRETAPPING OF MAEF™Y 12 - "5

e AR T TR e

i

SUBJECT:

Referc-n'ce my memo. o o you of L " raptioned
as above, in which it w25 anproved - + Director p e *r-itvcal
letter to the Editor of "7Tii= New "{o. s by Gress. .. eared -,,
in the 6/14/69 issue of that sewspap- . - Accordingly, by lr,-ier oi 6/pp 18/69,
the Director transmitted to Greenaw:!" - copy of Mr. Tcl--»'.; letter to
Carl T. Rowan regarding Jow=2a's Wi uided charges conf:sr:;ﬁ.ng wire-

tappi
8 fapping.

2 By letter nf 5/23/89, 7 -. Ureenawalt ackuowicdged the
S Director's letter and indicated that i (!» time he wrote bic original letter, .
;"i

he "did not have enough facts to know vho was responsible for the wiretapp
or whether...there were sufficiert reasons to justify it. " He then indicate
that the former gquestion has been ''clarified” a good deal, and, though he

still has some doubts «opcerning the _atter question, he can see that it may
not be possible to disclose enough infc~mation at this time for it to be com-
’pletely explained to the public, Greeuswalt finally states: "I am somewhat

ON CONTAINED

CLASSIFIED

reassured that the tapping was done pursuant to a good fiith view of the needs
of internal security and appreciate your having made that clear. "

OBSERVATION: REC- 71 L0714 20 & C’
AR armewrEaa I_

In view of the gruerally conciliatory t ﬁ}{_ ezg alt's
letter, it would seem u4.i: ‘;,-1., to Y2t "his matter now rest sinc ere

would be little purpose in further pursuing the discussion with. Greepawalt.

URItt- /A8 BYSPY 4 om0

ALL INFORMAT!
HEREIN IS UN

RECOMMENDATION:
. .. . .‘
- That no furt~er correspondence be undertaken with
. Greenawalt ou this waaiter, and, aceordingly, his letter not be ' k)
ered. /.. G, - . \ s
My aT T oo - uir. Gale ' -
A . [ - .
. L e AN o { = Mr, Sullivan /FO
24 AT S RE<T Bipie
; A I . g S
.;-‘ - ?1# ﬂ““



. . e

LI!lemormr!um for the Mtomey Gemrai dated ¢ Bctobr g L.

)
X

Thediwesident .
:fhuhlnctmt::og.”c. m.xssmm. L ‘ )iq’..{.-‘i‘m
T !q

L ~*P;
¢ i

Dear Mr, President:
For your information thers is nttar & copy o 2

- ‘e . N .
l'l.'q‘lﬂml* uut l.u.unoruy w ‘l’mtﬂ W "“'W( ’ it ou

surveillance (wire tap) on Martic luth =7

. _current address, or at any future Mdress to ‘.n.ih! % aa)

move, msmapprovodbythomoneyc e Hot ot @0 AL

R e o B e I men U A iane
DWEILIRE

wmu rrk

dy on October 10, 18€3.

Thereud'oattnchedloopydnmn arrntc - ated

‘July 18, 1063, from Mr, Courtney A, Evans, oo . f-:t

L a1 ‘u‘-nu pe 4 .kla I: - dren Bl Tl v mtnt [ e r Q o - Haveme
llllci- Vi Wl A&PUE TEAL) W SRA ¢+ BN LLNAA, IU& i L - DRI §4% - %

to the Diroctor, lndicating a discussion conc: - ni ol owice

tap at which time Mr. Kennedy stated any rep.:c:.si: .8 which
should become known as & result of such a gurvaliss - did aot
goncern hlm -t =11 .'\-A. ‘I ".\n I‘ “I. ?{g.‘”d Loy o8 Lo LI ad
inflaghce in th: racial sltuation he thoughi ii wxs ud. . .«0ie 10
have 88 complete coverage as possible. Cao i+ L BE,

Mr."Rennedy returned a request for a wire ta:; et B i which /%
""Hmaha informed former Assistant Director v, . 4ily that ,
i;e waf withdrawing his previous request bens <= ¢ - regsons A
Mr, f§vans had outlined to him previousiy. .
= __ageg _I;g,rg' Mr, Knnnedv iatar -um-n" 4 _Ele i1 j
3 i \ -
wire tap on October 10, 196 ,J..ﬂ.f‘.._(:; 0“5 (F
vt 4 3 JJL 7 W9 \<
'}J ’ q ": ri; fr-; . \‘
WOt DR
N Xk g |
TUR R ¢

)
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c AL L s CEet 16 Vet LIRS - - Gum dated
September 30, 1083, writter Uy 0 iu ~.<ishall, then Assistant
Ant General of the Civil Rign: T ~isiom, to me as Director
of the Bureau, relating that both i Attorney General and the
President bad separately strongly wi-red Dr, King that there
should be a0 further consectioa betw >¢n Hunter Pitts O'Dell
and the Southera Christian Leadership Coaference. This also
indicates that King was informed that Stanley Leviscn was a
secret member of the Communist Party and that this was doae
at the direction of the Attorney General and the President.

The Attorney General at that time was the late Robert F. Ko
and the President was the late John F. Kennedy.

Sincerely yours,

. I
has iy

EKaclosures b

CT:1L.CB
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Sy T -y, tdgar Moover, Director ba -l September 20,
} ‘¢ral Burczu of Investigation .
+
BTN cke Marshall, Assistan~ Adiccr:-
seey™ ; wdvil Rights Division

J
Hunter Pitts O'Dell

.

{ ™ - <
‘ . B

. “ﬁ:&’
P
=

i
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SN ¥
5 :

- R

-

Thic relztes to your letterhead memorandum
of September 5 to the Attorney General, relating to/
Yiunter Pitts 0*Dell and the related prior memoranda,
i appreciatle your having sent copies of these to me,

This matter had been brought to the attention
of Dr, King some time ago by me, but in accordance §
with conversations which the Attorney General
i had with Courtncy Evans, it was not felt to be wise

oL in view of the sources of the Bureau's informa-

: . tion to statc that I knew 0'Dell to be under Communist
o influence or contrel at any time, I did inform .

LR Dr, King and ftwo members of his organization «-

Reverend Andrew Young and Reverend Wyatit Walker .-
some time ago ~- that since 0'Dell was believed by
many people to have had Communist connections, his
association with their organization was not in the
best interests of the organization,

[
N
N _ At that time, inconclusive steps were tzken
to remove 0%Dell, and his job with the Southern *
. Christian leadership Conference was changed, In
i response to direct questions whether I had hard evidence
¥ of 07Dell's Communist connections, howecver, I replied
= that T wees not in a position to give any,
Fom n Following further conversations with Mr.
s . - Evans in June, however, I brought the matter to the
T attention of Dr, King very explicitly in my office
; -8 on the morning of June 22 prior to & scheduled meeting

=

", e
b ke

which Dr, King had with the President, This was o
done 2t the direction of the Attorney General,
Later thai morning both the Attorney General and
the President separately strongly urged Dr, King
st ilicre should bc no further connection beiween ) -
0*Pell and the Scuthern Christian Leadership Confercnce,
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¢ Etaia i H ' wel be
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£ LAME "OC. oot . . 4, . c e
g : inforwe ., "nr v v )0 -yison
menmber of th. Tommuris .
- done afto: -wrrsatio ‘h Mr, Evans
‘ : meeting «ith D.. Kisg, s done at
e a7 ' of the a'to-r-~; Crneral -G the
. Prior to that tiae, again based upon
+ ‘a the Atic nl. “rawcal wnd Mr, Evans at
wl 4 - . present, it had bLeen decided that it
ia¢ =¢. '~ the best intorest of the United States to
inilen ¥ing that{ v~ b= zny firm information
thnt coy o was undarr Ton wnici ocentrol, I had,
howec«£., vn a previcus occixsion, warned Dr, King
atoaei . s=ssociaticn with Levison, basing the

warn:- < :pnn doubis aboui Levison's loyaltiy to the

ni

)

cC:

.

L TRt N TR AE AT AT S oy PR W MR O T T e e T ST A L e TR A TR ‘\
HAEN B i : T s poTr .

nLlice fizves,

- +“hought you ,should have this additional

F

Faetion for your

]

file,

The Altorney General
he Deputy Attorney General

)

o
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shall alliac 1Y sacial situation. According fo
])‘u, Jon. o b icated he had some reseceva-

e q;-i’(.' vaski. with Levinson on the phone,
s ; y¢ been ref m"«"Infr, to o
,L e telephie o fap, and passed it off by tellingy
_ vaulad have to mh: u;:g
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}jn,:vp:)f.' O AG_‘. coni. ct was 'Lhm e
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Gechnical eoverene on both Jones and Martin -
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Iviher King, ¥ 4073 the AG that I was not at all .~
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; Epokano, Washington 99210 HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

ﬁ* DATER-14-0] BYS P4t -

: Dear My, Diachoal
-:' ' Mr, Jumeos K, Moo, Hpecinl Agout in
Charge of our Seattle Oifice, has tux_-niehod mo the edito-
r1al, "llvover Is Uphold in Wirctap Disputo, " from the
Juno 2Cth edition of your paimr. I want to oxpress my
thanks for your kind remarks and hope that my future
efforts as Director of the FBI will continue to merit your

approbation. Your staunch support is indeed appreciated

. g _ and it means a great deal to me.
g o Z Bincerely yours,
$ 58 J. Edgar Hoover _
1 - Seattle Vﬁ’
Reurlet 6/27/69 G
D 5
S NOTE: Mr. Bracken is on the Special Correspondents Li‘t. Thi

leidgg recommended by the SAC, Seattle.
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DR. MARTIN LUTHER KI> w s . . &

I am attaching an editorial which appeared
in the SPOKESMAN-REVIEW, Spokane, Washington, on June 26,
1969, dealiny with the current discussion with respect to

the captioned individual.

in view of his strong support of you and the
Bureau's pozition, I thought perhaps you may desire to
address a letter to Mr. JAMES BRACKEN, Editor of the
SPORESMAN-REVIEW, expressing the Bureau's appreciation
for his support. Mr. BRACKEN has always been a strong

------ F v
supporter of the Bureau and has editorialized very favor-

ably concerning you and the Bureau on a number of occasions.
There is certainly nothing unfavorable here about him.
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I have received your letter of June 32nd and want to .

thank you for your kind remarks regarding the FEL mmum
fnterest, I am mclosmgacopyofanarﬂchwhlchappearedhh |
June 19, 1968, issue of ""The Evening Star,” Washington, D. C.,
which concerns our activities relating to Martin Luther King, Jr.

and sets forth the FBI's position in this matter.

WAILED 22  Sincerely yours,
JUN3 01969 J. Bdgar Hoover - M 1
COMM.-FBI . %
Enclosure
"Th/e E}venlng Star' article entltled " King Wiretap Called RFK's Idea,™
19/69 )

" Nomm Based upon available lnformaﬁon,%ﬂles contain no record ﬁ,/ "" '
?nhﬁnhle tu correspondent or his organlmucn

BMGkas (3
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er vewnE
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June 22, 1669

Director . :agar Hoover ' L
Federsl Bureau of Investigation LI

. NFORMAT:
washington, D.C. HE ATION
| * A UG 55 TAINED

|  Our association with nearly 1200 members stands solidly
behind you and the FBI in recent criticism 8{ the wire tapping
ton the phones of the late Dr. Martin Iuther-King.

The Federal Bureau of Investigation in thelr unending fight
to protect our country from subversives had everx right to
usé any meane available to keep the "non-violent” Dr. King
under a careful watch.

There have been tooc many politicians and prominent Americans -
in their "white towers" made of 1ivory who proclaimed that the
late Dr. King wae a fine humanitarian. "

However, we the citlzens of our area who have always used;
the apeclal faculty of common sense,have always believed Dr.King
to be a danger to the society of America and a threat to the-
future of our great country. ;

[

Dr. Martin Luther King was hand picked by the communist party «
of America and had groomed him to begin the "revolution" that
is now beginning in our country. He attended training classes in
~‘the company of high-ranking Communist Party officlals at the -
»notorious (nowW defunct) Highlander Folk School at Monteagle,Tenn.

)
FE24 1969

7 The compunist party had carefully planned hia march in Selms,Ala.
alon§ with the operational control of the civil righte movement.,
The "fantasy" of his "non-violent” status had become a perfect -
cloak of -MMmguise- so perfect it fooled presidente,congressmen, f;C?

\ clergy,gtatesmen,cabinet members and his '&E‘ZRQOP e‘a -10¢ L 70 . ,%2 :
_“‘,Ueﬁnisaﬁxpu, now that the wire tapring has becomewpedlte-to— . "5g3

) {issue a report de-classifin: the communist link gnd . f-; /

G' u Dr. King and make +thi. -~ oiloes nublicJ b ARE Y1 cE .

“ don't belong to heritage and our future r-v --onani - 1%.7_ o N
{ _,_ ihir Associetion! M : @) G 1:"“:.‘0:;3,
[ﬂI beiongs to7OU! >0l 5’ i lo 7 )
§ ~ -
- d Gizels” /
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It was kind of you to write oo June 23rd and :
comment a8 you did concerning my administration of this

Bureu Thethmghtfulnmundyonandyonrhnm
mmnpeﬂdulhomeandlmtmbhnrdmy

NOTE Bufiles reflect no information identifiable to correspondent.
.t 1\
) "é > 6‘“,
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Bev=ra) yeare ago on 'I. ¥, we heard Robert Kennedy say, when
- w<e&d whether he had ordered a wiretap on King, that he couldnt remember.
' Te need that sxmie ex:.dse many times when asked about something that
-oulé prove to be controversial. A most convenient forgetter.,

No one needed a wire tap on King at any time to know that he was
+o-timing his wife. Rumor was rife all over this country. The usual
“ussian gambit is to use a woman to undermine any man they wish to own or
2liminate, 80 King wus suspect. He was also a phoney and if he had lived
2 few more years that would have become apparent to everyone, also.

1 My husband and I think you are the greatest living American and
2 hope you never resign. Most of the people we contact feel the same way,
jeven the youngsters and as you know, they usually don't have much respect
for anyone in public office these days. We are glad that our present president
(and previous ones, too) appreciate your loyalty & ability. '

This note does not require an answer, sir. Thank you for reading
this.

:- : ALL \NFDRN\M \EFTS%‘F\ED Sincerely yours, %

WERE oy S
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SLLLCTIVL SERVICE NUMBER 15-47-4%- Cowoan Gale 0 % ,
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This is to explain the ++ . . .hich Lopies weré,;;de '
of the logs maintained on épe ele. " .. - i.. eiliance on the
residence of Martin Luther King wh:- -"r :» haadvritten notation was \
deleted from the Xeérox <opy. ) ™~
/// SAC Frank Hitt, Atlangg 0 - T, et Xerox copies of gcne

pertinent logs were made by SA Sa
stated that he removed by blocking Lo hanawrltten notation
isu up in memo™ and also the lower woe Lo 0f the date stanp block
contzining FBI Atlanta and the writi. o uem  oi SA Nichols 254 wichols'S
initicls. He stated that this was dous because in his opimion this
did not constitute a change or aliteration of the facts set -focrth in

the los and it was not pertinent, si.nificant og of valuz to the
subsiance of the information. In sumwmory, Sﬁ.b telt thet
i the celetions fell in the category gd -d-ipictrative notaticns oi
‘intarnal Bureau interest only. SA“ slated he did not
advise his superiors nor the Bureau ©o: the deletions because he was

of the opinion that he was performing his assignment properiy.

GWIGT AL FILPD IN

At the time the copies oF the iogs in question were
subl.itted to the Bureau by the Atlanta coffice, the procedure was to
have trese logs reviewed at the field level. As of today, in
accorcdance with your instructiions, these lozs are being reviexaﬂ &t
the Sect of Government prior to digsscerinntion. We hoave kod scu
highly productive electronic survei’1l::i2es where loge running ‘;to
several thousand pages have been maint-ined and if, in the futu
:such an extensive undertaking is indicated by a reguest for

/50 +his nature, it will be called tn youv attention.

~ : ycy SUET ST B A~ - S
. 22ICN:l.SA ﬁ_was incorrect in beli CV:L"lf’"t ot the phrosc -
&L

Z. Up in memo" which he blocked ont fell in the ca tegoryiof
cCoinistrative material which should be deleted in dissesigatirn.

cozics ©f Bureau communications to outside agencies. It is the an
recornéEl ion of the Special Investigative Division and the BAC,
tilasfa, corrurs, that S should receive a letter of
% ce.suge §0Y - his handling of tnis situation. /l_‘;’)__-,céb 20
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' Auosiate Trotte:
[
r "The gm ernmert has admit- . Tele. Fea
| ed the FB! chanzcd—without’ €8 Bemhe
) ‘1:‘.:’0:'::1;:1; tire Juslice Depart-i Holmes . _
| dment—a recorded log of wire- GondY e e . ..
¢ Yapped conpversaiions IMVOIVIRG|

former  heavyweizht  boxing’
champirn Cassius Clay. }
in disclosinz this lo Clay's .
attorneys, the Department
yesicréay coniended it éid not
learn of the FBI action untll
June 13, scveral days after ¥
copies of what were purporied >
to be the original logs were .
filed in the U.S. District Court -

ir Hoas on. !
o i 31 ana 31 ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
chacl 'I‘. Lps ein, who are!

handiing the Gc'wernment's! HEREIN IS UNCLASS‘F'ED \
cace against Clav, said the.
origina record contained the, DATEJM__BYW

nelation, “Sum up ir memo.”! *
Buot the hand-written phrase “ ‘7-‘
wz: blanked out on documents .
subm.tted to the ecourt con-!
cering a2 Soptl 4, 1964, tele-
vhone conversetion between

Clay and Dr. Martin Luther’ The Washington Post /7 .
Winz Ir. ;{ Times Herald i
. Tre discrepancy _came o : The Washington Daily News .. _ __.
i Buat wnen Clay's lawwers: un. ‘ The Evening Stur {Wushingten) ____
! sicJdied with eopies,  de- The Sunday St (Wastungton)
i ninded e see the ortginal ; :
, R News (N rk)

I transcripts. dpstein and Mar-, Daily C,Wh e,w Yo
i |in then checked wilh the FBI Sungay News (New York) ,
© and found tie pennedin por- New York Post 4

ticn was left off copies sub-| The New York Times _“’3

mitted in court, R
No reason was given for the The Sun (Baltimore)

}-rrssion. The FBI had no com-! ' The Daily World ——
l. en!. And speciat FBI A"entf The New Leader

JRU.J( . R, Nichols, who super-,
cvised lne tap on King's tele-| The Wall Swreet Joumal -

jphone, cleimed in an affidavit! The National Observer

fths z‘o 1ion was of no con-| People's World

sequence. ==t Examiner {(Washingion)
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A T-\.-\hnr.‘;a_:; m-.f__ TL.oant special ru a“&l.L
A usiice Lo'ort B Nichols, who super-f

recar ded log of vic 2 e

“TIORS VG .- o Prned iy 3
wudd y;.-ught bomng notation was o?nnj‘ 523525
5 Clay. gretee, |
.:2 s {o Clay's at., Wien i initially scanned thlsg
- Tent :\101}(13} __(. Nicl ok said, “I made the
*not learp i the © "lx":'--'.‘"i\_‘.:i; notatien ‘Sum u Up in
;i June 13, several memo,” as a flag to myself toJ
e of what wore ‘consider this as an item to be!

S Ui bethe original 1ozs pliced in meriorandum form. ]
i in ULS, Distriet (‘m:w . .

an on King's tele-!

ERE e
[ =~

ict subisegueht detailed re-d
view of the entire log ang evalu-|
rin Jr. and 3ji @40n of its contents.” he added,|
. who are har-'. L decided the substance of the;
- rrmpnt s case information did npt warrant thel
sid the original 7 cparatiot of a Tuemorancum.”|
nod t.he notation,! As summezrized in the record,
: the conversation Nichais con51d~r
G hand—wn ter: €TéG unimportant was one in
“ws Florked out on docu-iwhich  Clay advised King to!
.ied to the court “walch out for them whities,”
.'. Sept. 4, 1954, tele-;: Clay, senlenced to five years

Welsaiwr betw ean; l'h"‘ﬂ"i-c’ﬂ‘n—nr'f far  wmaliinieo !
w3 = coUMbLdnAL UL TRILSIDG m-l

Dr. Marun Lus.hcr ducum. inio the armed forces, is
see...ng further federa! court|

“epaney came to Nghis Searings in an eifort to Grertarn’

s lawyers, unsatisfjes  2is somviction.

2, Gemunded to see the

vranscripts. Epstein and

. (" s f'=' :- L
i : Césdpet i
Callanan

Conrad _f7___
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Hosen
Sullivank
Tavel Sppy——
Trotter

Tele. Boom ——
Holmes

Gandy

The Washington Post
Times Herald -

The Washington Daily News ____ —— -
The Eveaning Star (Washington} _L/._,-
The Sunday Star {Washington)
Daily News (New York)
Sunday News (New York)

ceacern that the d.i.t"er-

23 east doubts on the

2oy ua the documents them . |
. =

ther cnecked with the
T -Fet tie penned-in
L. s el off copies sub-

Yoo in court
Ga ot gllorneys were

_.....zt the affan- ex.
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The Surn (Baltimore)

New York Post 3

The New York Times

The Daily World

™Y katlonal Observer
‘s World
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v Hesston.
fileg in the U.S.
- .+ iu Hovston late
~2 e FBI has pro-
“§ap of credibility
apureaches a cra-

to5i]

STy

gre
n;‘r-m,hon
301 ihEl dhe govern-
Las avoided mak-
oz The Clay hear-
. which the f{ighter
vorsal of his convig-
- Sve-yenr sontence for .
“ o, touched off the
aver FBI wire-
StoinaIng,
S 'n these Houston
v Jriogs that the gov-
. sdmitied that it had
of King
. 2w rewenmed the phone
=+ h =2 the home of Elijah
5d.
an uy this reporter
e TBI (o claim
'zt Pober: F. Kenne-
_.e teoney general, both
P and aulhorized the
e ptones. Kepne-
sircessor as  atllorney
‘ Nicholas de B EKat-

lemonge

A

. ?.. t
anaTe

\
by : kis successor,
b kzg Ch'h have both dis-
i » N2 DT elaim that Ken-
PP o opriisend the wirctapon .
’ i.. z citiough they acknowl-

& thzl he aprroved it,

L Jee uf\“f filed in Houston

> 'Y

o in' fomee the goverrment to
vy AUrLLEDRLE, wirelap
. P # ¢ trarecripts and
v £t I msation

© 7 sune of the contra-
5000 vre at issue:
7 told The Sar that |
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he hod mem da
Kennzdy aui‘ro'-zz.n' the
taps on King.

Kennedy l'r.bl"n(‘d as attor-
ney gencral on Sipr o, 193,
f.,m Hoover toid The Siar that
the King wiretap was discon-
tinued on April 39, 16835,

Since Katzenbach and Clark
deny approving any King wire-
f-aps, who approved FBI
eavesdropping curing the al-
most eight monihs after Ken-

$

nedy left the atforney gereral

ship?

2. The federal court brief .
Plaims that either Hoover lied -
in saying thai the King wire-

tap was dlscc,'mr'_zeu on Aprll
:,JJ. 1865,
Agent Robert Nichols perjured
himself in his Houston testimo-
y.

“It wgs Speclal Agent Ni-
chols who stated that the King
wiretap had continued untll
April 4, 1868, the day of Dr.
King's assassination,” the
brief states.

(The transeript of Nichols'
testimony has not been print-
ed, so the brief relecis the
memory of Clav's lawyer,
Charles Mergan Jr., of Atlan-
ta, and his assorlates, The
New York Times hus reported
Nichols as testilving that he
was in charge of the surveil-
lanea of ¥ing uniii May 1955
“ard it waze e gl blol'\'u’ﬂ
that it weat oa afier that.” )

) 3. The Star quoted Hocver as
saying that om Oct. 7, 1753, he
reporfed to hennedy that 1t

was technically feasible to

wiretap telephones at head-
quartérs of the Southarn Chris-
tian Leadership Conference in
Atlanta and at an unnamed
Jocation in New York.

But testimony in the TU.S.
District Court in llouston
shows the government exhibit-
ing a log purperied to be the
result of a wiretap of King's
home telephoric.

This raises the question of
fow many Kinz taps the FBI
had, and which gnes were zp-
El;over* Ly Kennedy or anyone
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'Clark SaysP
. " By Romald J. Ostrow and

Nicholas C. Chriss

) Les Angeles Timwm i
~ Yormer Attorney General|,
Ramsey Clark said yesterday
hat while he headed the Jus-
ice Department, the ¥BI had
no authorization to wiretap or
bu;(me Rev. Dr. Martin Lu-
ther

In an interview, Clark said:
“The implication that people|
thought Dr. Xing was a securi-

iy threat are outrageous.™
Clark also denied that be‘

) N
R

tver had suthorized the FBI to
ug or wiretap Elijah Mu.
hammad, leader of the Black
Muslims.

Clark's statement raises the

uestion of whether the FBI
acted without authority in con-
ducling electronic surveillance!}
of the two Negro lesders while
Clark was in office. It aiso
puggests that the FBI may

have violaied the 1983 Execu-l
tive Order by President John- |

son providing that no wire
tapping “shall be undertaken
or continued without first ob-
taining the approval pf the

Attsrney General” ’

The first official acknowl-
edgement that Dr. King and
Muhammad had been moni-
tored eame list week in Hous-
ton during a Federal eourt
bearing on the appeal by for-
mer heavyweight champion
Cassius Clay of his 1987 draft
refuzal conviction. v

Clay contends that FB!
eavesdropping on his conversa-:
tions with Dr. King and Mu-
hammad tainted his conviction.

Confirmation that Dr. King's
¥ home was tapped {from

1064 until around the time of
ination, April 4,
E' came from ¥FBl agent
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- D Nichols. Asked if mlc
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tethent late Friday refer-

#ring newsmen o Director J.

gar Hoover's testimony be-
fore a House subcommitiee on!
nppropriatmnl in the years
1965 threugh 1968.

Hoover testified then thnt'l_ ll’f‘he Daily World

 “the taps all were suthorized

,' advance and in writing by v-—-rrr
ttorney General then in ol-

A Justice Department
pokesman termed Hoover's
testimony “sccurate in every

hreopect.-. 1

S o il L. momazfoad Sha
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Bl, over whom he was the
nominnl superior, to give him
every three months a st of

'individuah under electronic

: gurveillance,
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1 have received your communication of June 34th,
witi: +-closure, and certainly appreciate your kind remarks and
et wcuts s 2zsrding my administration of the FEI, 1 hope that
ovi {u ure oiforts will continue to merit your approval. In view
W your concern, I am enclosing an article which sets forth the
FB{'s position concerning the Martin Luather King, Jr., wiretap

coatruversy.
Sincerely yours,
; J. Edgar Hoover
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Poaa 24, 1969
Dear Sir,
Thank yocu for ; < ~oiiolf 7'ce towerd law and order im }
this nation, and the poosei~ " fon o2 Uonstitution, 1 am sure that ;

service due to Supreme Court lecis! s, politically motivated acts,
and unfair eriticism by unimformed irdividuals. This country is
fortunate i that we have had someci: with your ability and integrity
ne humbly ask that you remain as lon: as you feel physically able, for
America 1s sorely im mesd of worthy lpseders,

The enclosed articl: has aiten upva my heart like a camcer. Ism't
there some way that the truth sbout Sing and some of the Comspiracy
can be published ? It is time that the myth that surrounds him is
ended and the public is imformed a3 to what he was up to. There are
a lot of Black Militiants im this area, and gun registration won't

there ve been many heari-lrzakiug :owents for you im your years of I

atop their intentionsz, Comcermed sitizens are keering their eyves
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e T 1ot of peril
T T the publie

ol it — 10
Laissjons of &
vual F prolaps

! homes and

o Napariment official

weens i Federal
. tkat Dr. Mariin
.. was under
soceilence in 1964

e 10T azent who
viand this surveiilance told

Tt was  my
©odsdaa ihal it went on

A
Piigees

- whoie froth is that Dr.
..t prones were tapped, his
~ ¢} ropras bugged, and he was

senally shadowed right up fo
¢ tme he was slain in
~aiprds on April 4, 1868,

O

1y

3iC71es about Dr. King and what
5o bugmings allegedly had
Tevealed?

LiervLodv eise in Washington
o1 any consequence knew jt, and
Iy deplore fi, but ne one
seenied to know how to £0 about
making the FBI bend to the
lauy of the larnd.

Ticre is a noi-too-{lippant
assLmpiton in Washinzion that
J. Edzur Hoover has been FBI
director for {3 Years because all
e recent Presidents  have
assumed ihat he knew too much
about them 1 be replaced. So

noi only was he no! peplamed

Aarmlmen

as ne nol replaced by -

any of the younger, very able
F2I men in the normal Ccourse
of  things,  but Presidents
Jghnson and Nixocn have felt it
wise or expedient {0 wajve a
law saying Hoover has reached

oL

( v N R g "‘_

<~ sl apent, C. Barry
Tooott, told the court in
Houston, Texas,-that lor four
solid ycars he had listened eizht
hours a day, five days a week,
to the conversations of Eljah
Muhammad, Teader of the Black
Mushims. Pickeit erdploye’ Lot -
a telephone wireiap and a
microphone
Muhammad's home.

These  cases
eavesgropping,
both  federal law  &nd -
Presidential  excculive  order,
were disclosed SAATINE On
former  heavyweight  boxing
champion Cassius Clay's effort
10 overturn a five ycar prison
sentence [or his refusal to be
drafied.

which  violate

in w hoarine s
Ml -

These buggings, which caught

some Clay conversations in
their “net,” are bul a fraction

of the illegal wiretaps that have
moved this country far closer to

2 police stale than  most
Americans realize.
.

the rocking chair age.
Hoover ought to be replaced
as FBT director’ — immediately.
As Washington agency heads
£0, Hoover may have done 3
better job than most. But the
people of this country knew
=<omething when they limited the
{ime one man might serve in
the  Presidency. They  saw
personal fiefdoms as inimical tp
the democracy, the personal
frecdom, tha! we have come to
cherish,
If it is dangerous to have one
man serve three full ferms as

Presideni, i i5 far more

- dangerous to have ane man take

lifetime posssssion of 3 powerful
police-investigative ageney that
Prods into the decpest secrets of -
the most prominent, most
honored cilizens and has the

0 GO!

planted in -Mr, -
of electronic

IR .
ENCLEZUR .

. - P ITTN LT T AR AL T STRT e
"H“ﬁ‘"‘ LT AT A DI N T MR LTRSS E M ST K RS YR AL e .
g PR RN L . [ : ; .

N . indir-

e U seopart of most
Amenican:?

First, therc is the peneral FBI
fustificatior. for euch tactics:.
“nalional sscurify » '

Tes 7en. Ramerr

" & comphatican .
~vi wzd 'no authoriy”
o wirelap or bug Dr. King,
asserts thal *the implication
that people thought Dr, King

e &

Was & security  threat  jg
outrageous.'
Still, that term “national

T SECUrily” is more nawsrful the

I~wiiilld Lid]l

“motherhood,” for it evokes
Icar, and men sin surrender
more things — including liberty
= oul of lear than they do out
of love. .

power 1o discredit, even
destroy, almost anyone. The
kind of abuse of and contempt
for the law manifest in the King
and Muhammad eavesdropping

' becomes aimost inevitable whenr -

8 man is left in a key job as
long as Hoover has been.

Were Hoover & more
thoughtful man, or as concerncd
about the preservation of -
democracy and liberty as his
speeches suggest, he would have
resigned lonz ago. He would not
keep putting Presidents in the
palitical hind of deciding to keep _

~ Bim or ease him out.

It is elear Hoover has no

. intention of resigning. So when .
_ docs the President muster the

courage (0 say: *“Well done,
thou good and faithful servant.
Goodhbye.”? o L
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ReNYtels to Bureau 6/21/69 and 6/22/69.
. Enclosed for the Bureau are five coples of an article
j@i -2ring in the "New York Post", June 20, 1969, page 53,
icap :cned, "ABout Hoover, King and RFK," by JAMES A. WECHSLER.
ew York Office will report further information from
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L sut Hoover,

-+ ingand RFK

Lo oo 0z ommEs ATVEGHSLER

FIECITIE P o ukipe ard belief, Robert F, Kennedy
A oantharize e 1T Lipctap r'ng on Martin Luther ]\'mg It
was aot 2 derioorn s D he viewed in retrospect with anyv puue
That 98 ot yueo-co .. ine cuirent FBI effort {0 document
Kouwdy ™ woveds - -0 0 ihe case has a guality of posthumous

obs ity

For the issue ghscared by these self serving and Lielated FBI
exercises in revelation is whether this outrageous intrusion wag
Kenregy's fdes oy wliciiier 21 was a response to the kind of data
that J. Edre- Huoxo har inflicted on innumerabic Atiorneys
General in pressing Do Ube sanction he obtained from Kenncdy,

This is no sir. plistie apologia for RFK. I should like to
belicve that he weould nave responded differently if the issue
DGO U(‘ﬂ T‘I(.‘\.l)‘l"h o mm ‘ﬁl(’ lﬂ JHS lli( HUL 1.ms Cannof. De
proved Whit T 4o b —on the basis of personal coaversation
75 that he had & Goening concern about the FEI director's
role during lLis final vears on ecarth and that he would ahnost =
certainly have wringod for Hoover's relirement if he had
achi« ved the Fresidency.

’ * *

What Is Infolerably sickening about the present succession
of official and unofficial releases from Mi. Heover's office s
thal ihey seem designed to stain the lives of bolh Dr. King and
Bob I\enncdy

It is undeistandable that Mr. Hoover should fcel a certain
indigna¥igp abwvit published reports that he acted on his own,
and therefore Jawlessly, in ordering the surveillance on Dr. King.

/ 7

ENCLCSURE
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80 let us grant him the peint 424 0 - .2 Robert ¥a;
nedy—as he had so many other recvgr v« Lae same office -~

Into ratifying a dreary snooping ixeroat,
=~ It is the unhappy history of th> ¥ . Tept. that Hoover

has for so long €xerted ihis kin®  * cendn.uus political black-
mail. In this instance he cruni uiicat— - Kennedy the view
that King was in contret with rm..-‘ - moet characters; it

Kennedy ignored the worping and Kinyg preved fo be a boils
throwdr trather than a victin, i FRl« «-%cd public relativny
apparatus would have guickly whispered the word to the Wash-
ington press corps that the Atlorney Gemeial had eapriciously

rejecied Heoover's plea for continuing soourity of Lh:s danger-
onE man,

In fact what Hoover “got” on Rins v v+ tnat he had a play
ful quality in his Hfe, and that the wvil 1.ghts movement dsd
nol alwayvs obey the codes of private puritanismi. Certainly it
was alvo true that he met with many varplies of pelitical men,
some of them with FBU dossiers, but his essential integyity
and political independence weve never seriously challenged. Only
the crude foimat of “raw” FBI material could hawve i1endered
him guilly by 2ssociation.

B * *
Palntul 25 some of the Irrelevant details miay be, # Is time
that the full story be uniolded. This, I bolieve, is what both

Dr. King and Robert Kenredy would have wanted in the light
of the FBI's current reéleace of selective infmmstion and of the
appa:ent expansion of wirclpping under the regine of Attorney
{encral Micheil,

The question i noi whether Mariin Luther King was &
persenzl saint, or wheother RKennedy should have asked many

more questions hefore Jotting Hoover run wild. It is whether’

" the FEI shculd be ajlowed and encouraged 1o collect random

L

R, S

fnformatlion about public men that can evenlually become
weapons of blackmail

When J. Edgar Hoover branded Dr. King “the most notorl-
ous lar in the eountry™ oiler King hed agstuiled the FERI's
laggard activity in civil rights vases—King could not fight back
e-frectnc]\ bccause ke knew that some aspects of his pnr-onal

el bhenr, sasmitoacad bias Llanscants  wwaoee T [ 1y e, |

- Jll‘: Jigh OFEl NWONRIWOTEd ll\ acover 3 men. Jlllb Wwdad pulltlw

terrorissn of the vilest sort. Now since Mr. Hoover has chosen
to perpetluate the battle—-against both King and Kennedy—
because of his sensitivity to journalistic eriticism, it is time the
whole story was sired before a Congressionzl tribunal, The

two dead men cannot be injured by such mn lnquest; mdny

living mien may be spared injustice and indignity at the hands
of an organization that too lopg apgo became a slate within
2 state,
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6/19/69 /

Dear Mr. Hoover: MR, CONRAD

MR, FELT

MR, CALL AMAN

MR, CALE

ST

N
e i ———
MY TAVEL ————

I have heard your statement
that Robert Kennedy authorized you
to tap the telephone of Rev. M. L.
King

MR. JONES%

I thus ask: If this is true, e o
then why didn't you tell this when
Robert Kennedy gas alive?

MRS METCALF

MISS GANDY

. Hopm‘gv'c\:u can afswer, I am ()‘f ’a/k
. LI /

) $<:>‘ 2 -~
N \
,
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FROM T . Bishopf‘:.ﬁ L,;:j-u-,—-
stgect:  MARTIN LUTHEﬁ’mNG, JR. . :-,' léb"'“

SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST -

In memorandum from G.C. Moore to Mr. W.C. Sullivan
dated 6/21/69, it was recommended and approved by the Director
that Bishop personally contact Congressman H. R. Gross (R. - Iowa),
with whom we have had cordial relations, with reference to his v
letter of June 19, 1969, and advise him that due to various ramifications *
involved in the ng telephone surveillance, it is not possible to
furnish him any additional data. — 4R X/

2
With the Director's approval, Bishop contacted 5 , // /
Congressman Gross on the afternoon of 6/23/69. Congressman Gross
was very cordial and, when Bishop advised him that it would not be

— x possible to furnish him any additional data concerning the wiretap
T = | on Dr. Martin Luther King other than what has appeared in the press,
Y o] s he stated that he completely understood. Congressman Gross stated
ez o = Ol that his letter to the Director of June 19, 1969, was motivated solely
A g @ by the desire to furnish the Director a Congressional forum if the
N % g — 'Di.rector wished to utilize the services of Congressman Gross in
= __ Q9 mﬁ‘; making public additional facts concerning the approval of the wiretap ;7
!,* g 2 &3 on Dr. Martin Luther King and aw facts concerning the communist {;"
o E &\ 2ssociations and influence over Dr. King. ,: H} .
= SN Congressman Gross requested that Mr, Hoover send him
-— 52 abrief acknowledgment of his letter of June 19, 1969, advising that
. %— Z 'Y it is not possible to furnish him any additional data, so that Congressman ;
: g:-l ,."t' Gross may retain it in his files for record purposes in the event any

mr T

inquiries should be made of him on this matter.

Y 32

RECOMMENDATION:
That the attached letter be sent to Congressman Gross. .

NRE

3]
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. wfm Domestic Intelligence Division
‘ J INFORMATIVE NOTE . :
: ) roe — June 22, 1969
e Attached relates to article
_ o by James A, Wechsler which appeared

in the "New York Post," a New York City
daily newspaper, edition of 6/20/69.
. - The article pertains to our special

— coverage on Martin Luther King, Jr.

Wechsler has been a long-
time critic of the Bureau and, as can
be expected, this article is also
critical,

Due to nature of information

contained in teletype, no dissemination
being made, R
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Misw Gandy___
FECTLY (12 P e T8 PL —_——
ATTU, DO 7o F g L IGENDY /
NED YOT R (i -1X1E8958) 2

MOETIN LUTHE®S KINGs RACIAL YAT5¢

THE FOLLOVINZ 1€ a4 SYNOPIIE nF A t=TICLE IN THE

“NEW YOSX POSTT F=ISeY JUNE TWEWTY, NI%-TEEN SIXTY 4/,11122
NINE, PARL FIFTY THPEZI, CAPTIONED ~“#200T HOSVEIR, KING )

ALND RE¥T™ QY Jav 8 NUFECHSLER . / ';T e
—_— N .w-__..;.a---—-_ N e ——— e e -
4 KEWNEDY DID AUTHORIZE A TAP ON KING. IT WAS a : j
DECISION ME LATEF VIEWED WITHOUT PRIDE. CURRENT FRI
| EFFOPTS v2yE 8 QUALTITY CF "POSTHINGNS ORSENITY™. #
¥
TWHAT I DO KNOW, ON THE 2ASIS OF PERSONAL CORVERSATION,
IS THeT MY (KEXNEDY) HAD A DEEPENING CONCERN ABOUT THE
FEI DIPECIOR*S ROLE DUFING HIS FINaL mpa ON EAD/T{:C ;70 - 26/9
AND TYAT HE WCULD ALMOST CERTAINLY qur 5% ANGED rcw“"“" —
HOOVEP*S PEIIREMENT IF HE HaD ACHIEVED THE PRESIDENCHJV 30 1989
\ LD Pas: ©ne @

— m_lu_h\ o dl.u;ASSiHEUO

DATED. 140/ BYSPAJRMIL

LSRG MR DELCACE FOis TAE DRZETOR, by1s
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PAGTY Tur
F21 P@FQORTS SEEF DISI7 .7, . Ji~" . .. LIVES OF BOTH
KING AND KENNEDY.
LET US GPANT THAT KCOVES BEGUiNL:. KENNEDY AS HE DID
CTHER ATTCFENEYS CENERAL INTC " 07-7: . _ & DIEARY SNOOPING

EXERCISE, THIS IS FEFEFRED TO 2Y WrCHILER AS "POLITICAL
jpLackmaIL.”

IF KENNEDY ICGNORED HOOVER'S WA-NING ABCUT KING,
AND KING TURKED OUT TC BE A 803 SKELL, THE FBI SKILLED
PUBLIC RELATICONS APPAFPATUS wWO'ILD WHISPER KENNEDY'S
REJECTION OF HOOVER'S PLEA.

WVECHSLET CLAINE XING COMULD NCT ANSWEFR HOOVER'S
STATENENTS BECAUSE ME KNTW THAT SOME ASPECTS OF HIS
PERSONAL LIFE HAD SEEN NCNITOPED SY THE F3I. MHOOVER'S
CURRENT "RELEASE OF SELECTIVE INFORNATION" IS DUE
TO KIS SENSITIVITY OF GENFRALISTIC CRITICISM,

WECHSLER CALLS FOR THE ENTIRE STORY T0 BE AIRED
SC THAT "MANY LIVING MEN MAY RE SPARED INJUSTICE AND
INDIGNITY AT THE HANDS OF AN O-GANIZATION THAT TOO LONG
AGO BECAME A STATE WITHIN A STATE."

XEROY COPIES OF THE ABOVE ARTICLE ARE BEING
PROMPTL%IFOPWARDED TC¢ THE BUREAU.

END

FR1 WASHWE® il CC- MR. SULLIVAN

-
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LIAM C. BARTON, ASSOCIATED PRESS G
. =N MC KENZIE, WASHINGTON POST o L
REQUEST FOR INTERVIEW WITH THE DIRECTOR A

Both Barton of the AP and McKenzie from the Post contacins
my ofiice yesterday to request personal interviews with the Director.
Mr. Barton advised that in view of the interview given by Mr, Hoover wlici,
appeared in the Detroit Free Press, his desk had requested him to make a

. formal request of the Director. The Director's extremely heavy schedule
.was explained to Mr. Barton and he said he fully understood the problem.

It will be recalled that following‘&e story in the Star last
week concerning the wiretaps on Martin Luther King that McKenzie, fron.
the Post, requested an interview-and was told quite Tirmly that the Direclor
would not grant an interview to him. In his call last evening, McKenzie
was most persistent and again referred to the Star interview and said that
in view of the Detroit Free Press story, they felt all the more they should
have the opportunity for an exclusive interview with the Director. He asked

i that he be called today wil: the Director's decision and he will be informed,

of course, that the Director will not grant an interview,
For information. VR D
1 - Mr. DeLoach 1 - Miss Gandy w'ﬁ“"%pvﬁ'_éco'an
+ ANV > Ly B 0¢8]
1~ Mr. M, A, Jones | 1 - Miss Holmes 36 UJ'U\I sh
HPL:hak (6) e ==
/IJJJ{/ d ‘
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) wb Domestic Intelligence Division
o o

1]
ol INFORMATIVE NOTE

B 6/20/69

Attached relates to a conversation
between Coretta King and Stanley Levison
during which Mrs. King advised she had
been contacted by Ethel Kennedy (Mrs.
Robert F. Kennedy) on 6/20/69 and that
Ethel Kennedy said she was sorry about
what has been in the paper. (Apparently
referring to the article concerning the 4

P

Lo

authorization from Robert F. Kennedy to t
Martin Luther King's telephones).

Levison felt the entire affair will be
forgotten, but that FBI Director Hoover
will be bothered by it because it leaves
him as the man responsible. MNrs. King
agreed stating, "I feels like he is the .+
most guilty." Levison was a Becret
member of the Communist Party as late as
1964,

In view of the nature of this
information and the secret source from Ll.
which it was obtained, no dissemipation
is being made. o
- Thiticd n ool Cad/7PP O
g Exempt from\(:DS] Cargeory - 7

Dat}of DeclassWcatin -f_:.:fi ile/a;idr’

ABK:chs “QK/E'E”

W
~c i
/b [ v R COPY SENT TO MR2. TOLSON
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0

FARTIN LUTHEE "KINC, JP. EM-C, Cf

SEXZU'RI}'Y MATTER - COMEUNi =Y

s

— OFFICE OF OKIGIN: sui s Coe
. < D} '\' W .
THE FOLLOWIKG INFORMATION WAS FURNISHEL T’.Y-L Q‘J NI
—ccmssxw ~3Eg ) O JUNE T¥Q ZEFQ B e

o | Clas<ificd \'_62 /’ﬂ' ! ?&E
SIXTYNIME: EX(mpl fromN "Category_ ﬂ. 0‘- /‘ .,:_3

‘D s e I "cfnhel af!b* Q’P 'j

ON JUNE TWe ZEFO, SIXTPHY , KNG b X% e =

u - o
STANLEY LEVISCN THAT ETHEL R&UNEDY HaAD CORTACTED HER THAT - /@b
yicH

DATE TO SAY SHE WAS SOPRY A3CUT WMAJ HaS BEEN IN THE PAPER
(APPREWTLY REFEPPINC TO THE ARTICLE CONCERNING THE AUTHORIZATION
FROM ROZERT F. KENNEDY, WHEN ATTORNEY GENERAL, TO RESSY

¥ARTIN LUTHEP KING'S TELEPMOMES). CCRETTA ADDED THAT ETHEL

_ agé:af@
KENNEDY IMPLIED THAT SHE HOPED THIS WwOULD NOT INTERFERE WITH

mﬂ’
}IHEIR FFIEND3HIP, COFETTA SAID SHE REPLIED THAT SHE UNDERSTOOD

————

COLCR MEP ATTITUDE IN AKYWAY TGWARD THE (KENNEDY) FAMILY,

e ™

COPBTTA ALSC TOLD LEVISON THAT ETHEL KENNEDY SAID (7 J@fgyu//
SIHEY" qu A MEETING 4T HEE MCME TxZ PREVIDNS NIGHT AND TALKED

_ t
[ HOW THE PRESS CAN BE DEVISIVE AT TIMES AND THAT THng:?'?NL M

, iR, OEL-ATH rOW THE DIREC — ' ‘
&3 PACT Seel> p WAL OEL AT PO THE DIRECTOR \COPY SENT TO MR TO.S

R O
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L S r".ﬂ;i' LW WRL T CORETTA SA1D |
S Ry - 2 A
| “. . KNOW WHAT ETHEL XENNEuY .0z = TING QBGUTA L -
2, © .1 i #4AWT TO ASK MER.
o _ __
L. 1CON COMMENTED THAT HE FELT COfb:iA"S ANSWER )

i edo wow .. ! RICHT BECAUSE THERE 1S NO POINT IN ATTEMPTING
¢
= ) A3SESS WHAT ROLE BOBBY KENNEDY PLAYED SINCE THERE 1S NO

Wi 71 OF REALLY KNOWING.

CORETTA STATED THAT THIS WAS “SORT OF PASSING THE
2UCK, aND THEY'RE TRYING TO PUT IT ALL OFF ON HIM®, SHE
ADDED 1HAT HE MAY HAVE AGREED AFD GONE ALONG WITH IT. :Eé‘

n reaMaTERN T A"
¥ REMARKED IH Y KNOW XING

o

CTUCD
Rt =32

:C
™

+ ey AT ue v AN ) 4
LEV] 21 nc noy L ’ I'n

e ———y

FELT RO38Y KENNEDY WAS INVOLVED OR NOT, STILL MAINTAINED A
FRIENDLY RELATIONSHIP WITH HIM, HKE SAID IF KING FELT BOBBY
XENNEDY HAD DONE ANYTHING, HE FORGAVE HIM NO DOUBT BASED ON
THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE TIME, THE FACT HE WAS ALWAYS

SUPER NERVOUS A30UT XIS BROTHER (PRESIDENT JOHN F. KENNEDY),
LEVISON SAID THIS IS THE ATTITUDE CORETTA SHOULD TAKE. HE
SAID IF THE PRESS "WANIS T0 DIG UP GARBAGE® IT SHOULD NOT 5_
BE ALLOWED TO INTERFERE WITH A CONSTRUCTIVE RELATIONSHIP,.

MER CONVERSATION WITH

- BIHTFF\IR?H

1
ViekeW W A4 I¥

(o)

~raD
wunro

ETHEL XKENWEDY, THE PHONE RANG AGAIN AND THAT THE GIRL WHO .

_END PASE TwO 5
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ALTLERED B SENATOR KENNEDY. ‘coasrra SA1D, wiwivER,
o
oW o . SHE aND LEVISON AGREED THAT SENATOR
SRTST NS RPN HAVE FOUHD oq; THAT ETHEL CONTACTED CORETT
. ~, = i .
“on gy THROUGH mm THE CALL. ;‘-\

+ianulD THAT THE PRESSURE AT THIS POINT
“4hY LIBERALS WHO RESENT FBI DIRECTOR MOOVER'S

e .- . HGUVER GAVE AN ANSWER., HE ADDED THAT HOOVER

RO - +#4CEED BACK BY (RAMSEY)
- Wweh o gg

AN TiEHT, S

ARK, AND THAT CLAni's

- GAVE HIS OPINION TMAT THE ENTIRE AFFAIR

Wil 7 i AWAY" AND ADDED THAT "IT'S NOT THE KIND OF THMING
YOU €+ 259 GOING.™ LEVISON FELT THE ENTIRE THING WILL BE
FCRFTG- 7% ®BUT THAT FBI DIRECTOR MOOVER WILL BE BOTHERED BY IT
BECAU»< T LEAVES HIM AS THE MAN RESPONSIBLE. 1;5(

COFFITA AGREED, STATING "1 FEELS LIKE HE IS THE
MOST oii,ii.™ 7
v ISON COMMENTED THAT CORETTA'S SUGGESTION THAT SHE

GET Tr"F7HER WITH ETHEL KENNEDY COULD BE FRUITFUL AND SHOULH
it
END PAGE THREE

"""sa
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PAGE FOUR
BE DONE REASONABLY SOGN. LEVISOM SUGGESTED THAT CORETTA
SET UP THE MEETING AND THAT THEY COULD TALK yABOUT IT BEFORE

’

SHE AND ETHEL KENNEDY MEET.

777 €0
NO T BEING SUBMITTED,

Yoo '
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The attacheddepsi . regarding
Martin Luther King and newspaper
articles were sent fothe Director
from an anonymous source,
Envelope is postmarked
San Francisco, California,
June 25, 1869.
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HEREIM IS UNCLASSIFIED

bt NS Tennessee.

‘?"ﬁ COURlE, fU: 13

ML THF ;*%GLQ;A!
~ 3CHOO!

: 45“!!'&’”3—

Y
3 :B i

' The above picture was made by an employee of the State of Georgia, at the nghiunder
¢ School in Monteagle, Tennessee during the Labor Doy week-end of 1957. The jhoto-

o8 w;her was sent to th: Highlander Folk School by the Georglo Commission on Education.
.The Highlander Folk School was abolished by an act of the Legislature of the Statc of Tex- 3-
iessee at a later date.
“h‘. numlmnr.d In .h. ?!cm.'e e"e.
. Martin Luther King, Jr., of the Montgomery boycott and the Birmingham ricts. Korl

Prussion, a counterspy for the FBI for twelve years, charges that Martin Luther King

belongs to sixty Communist-front organizations —~ more than any Communist in the

United States,

" 2. Abner W. Berry of the Central Committee of the Communist Party.

3. Aubrey Williams, President of the Southern Conference Education Fund, Inc., The Trans-
mission Belt in the South for the Communist Party.

>
o !
P 4. Myles Horton, Director of Highlander Folk School for Communist Training, Monteagle,

oo §

Al

BT IR
e

These “Four Horsemen” of raciol ogitation have brouy ..t - ... <isturhancs, strife
and violence in their advancement of the Communist de<¥:: -7 7 ais? pationstis=”
JOIN THE AUGUSTA “OURIER IN THE $F3¢:.'< O0R FRE<LOM

Copies available- {00 fer 3 1.90 ({include ¥ . ... o posicgu}
Alert Americans Aesociation. Box 1222, 7. &., 21’5 90052
N Order RIGHT WING DIRECTORY, ligting oll Righ. 3V|ng Activities I
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comr, - hen
 ping ~ v nited
+ Kirg :d
o - zman re-
4 ha © 6 an-
tion ! raised by
Cany & ’ ‘ which be
to oo ¢ o foriteelf We
lancs. © 0 = commer at
Buc - .
nothip - i Tiepartment law-
facet _._';"? .‘_‘:t,ﬁ“.;‘.,v acknow-
continte: , LETE for ihe st time
rights i a4 ot '
after Ke. ... _c. oo vii® &owat the FBI had
attorney go:. -4 sp. Rl monitarirg Br. Ring.
tember, j . ° Feoollecliaqre was made
The Ti - Te:--ed | 5 hearing In Houston on

Wednesdsy om . H=ar

»

an appeal by ex-heavy-

FRIMTn L Caoutr e [weighil boxing champion
Bl recois. ki 75 olehzamad Al from his
on Dr. o, . cuaviction for refusing to
tained frar Nev - | he drafied
1963, until A8 30, 753 Ali's converszation with

when then 2:tv. Gon. i
thotas D. K¢, erbac: or-
dered it remavzd.

Letter t Rewizn

The FBI rommert ook
e torm of a lelter to
ecolumnist Ol 1, Locan
from Clyde A. Tolso:, +'BI
_ gssocmte ,direc.t_or. Tolscn
asnouncea Tmalicio:s”
. aad “scurrilous” Rowsan's
call last Sundey for FBI
Director 5. Zdgar Hoover
1o be replaced because of

S.hs ‘eavesdropping.

- . . the wiretap on °

Martin Luther King Jr.
was specificali apaooed
m advance in writing by
ke late attorney gencral

' tha TThmitad Cratar LT-
Eomean W AMLTW WA LED, S,

Dr. King was picked up by
the tap on Dr. King's
Atidnia home phone.

It was aizo learned from
governmernt sources Wed-
recday that the FBI first
obtaired authorization to
tap Dr. King's phone from

iy. Gen. Kennedy in
October, 1963,

The bureaun, these sour-
cex eaid, reguested and
1 yezeived authority to in-
stall the tap to check on
Dr. King's alleged contact

P T )

;v

=34

whet} the eivil rights

movement had been infil-

"trated hv Cammisnizts
PR S Wy WVBLMLWLLLILAS,

Robert F. Kennedy,” Tol- . It could not be learned

*3n said in his letter wo
lowan.

“This device was strietlv
4 the figld of interpal

whether Kennedy ever
calied a halt to the electro-
nic surveillance of Dr.
Ring. .
Reliable gources gaig

Katrenh-oh who sicceed. l

ed Kencedy as stiornev
general, did nnt learn of
the tap imiredistely upon
taking ove- the Justice
Depariment in September,
19G4. But it is known that
ke oilered it removed
April 39, 1965,

Ramazsyr Clark, vwin tool
over from Katzenha oh Oct,
1, 1948, was the first
attorneyv general '= insti-

member. At the time, the
FBI was investigating-

—— e

LAY PO,

wiretapping. Clark has’
told The Times that begin-
ning in December, 1936, he Clark, also asked for his
required the bureau everyreaction, said it was "de-
three months to give him 3teptive” for Hoover to
list of every person underPortray the FBI as *a
electronic surveillance.
Clark sid Dr. KingsDt .
rame never appeared on Mr. h_oove': repeatedly
the list, and he ealledTe0UCste]d me to authorize
"outrageous” the implica-FBI wiretaps on Dr. King
tion that people viewed'while I was attoraey ge-
Dr. King as ‘a securityneral. The lest ef theze
threat.
According o FBI re-was granied,
ic;x;ri;, ihe tap was cut off days befora the rau-der of
T
question haz ariszn as tn

whether it may have con- Jruma nyin
? é‘) two {

tinued far[l’ifﬁf?&il‘ﬂh‘pt ohi

 m— e —

. -er Reportor '

“ Ex-Attorneys General Criticize 77

o —

Com

¥

coeap Called 5

Chie

: __ on Saying Robert Kennedy Initiated O:<

kY

BY BONALD J. OS5 noV”

ot e e ’ Timman et -
o ,Ef %JASHINGTON — Two of possible political re;

CONTAINED
D
Ay in.

Flavwrman abtascmre samars?
rEWLALGL AVWWLLIC S RCliEial

“accused J. Edgar Hoover
“Thursday night of making
¥false” and “deceptive"
tatements after the FBI
wsirecior was quoted as
?pas‘ing Rehert F. Kenned:-
“initiated 2 wiretap on Dr.
talartin Luther King.
? Nicholas D. Katzenbach
#nd Ramsey Clark spoke
‘out alier Hoover, in a
_%:opyrighted interview
‘with the Washington

ey, Z.vening Star, said Kenne.

E;_‘ 4y, when attorney gene:-
=W o " 3l not only authorized but
=2 . ‘proposed the tap becausc
— Y %f reports Dr. King was
X = ’ @issoctating with a lawyer
= TON avith Communist connec-
X2 ';.mns. ) )
== = The King wiretap was
&= authorized after the FBI
= gnade 2 case that national
g = $ecurity was involved. At-
dblila JAorneys general have had
s spresidential spnroval for

?

30,

A

Aviretaps in cases of na-
‘tional security since the
Presidency of Franklin D.
Roosevelt.

%* Katzenbach, asked about
wloover's statement, said:

T " ... To say or imply
= Jhat this tap was the
ﬁigin al conception of
Fobert Kennedy~—that he
was the moving force in
this situation—or that he
had any doubts what-
'soever as to Dr. King's

¢

tute a procadure for perio- 3 i
dically reviewing al}) F BI_-n}:eg?ty or loyalty is

Clark Comments

reluciant eavesdronoer of

__.Dr Kine? Ha adlaa:

woclt

tweo

requests, wote o

Ny -

CETie
1865, But aDr. Ring"

In amathar a
L33 Y Gl U =Ll

At in tha
1 1

ormer

Al

aveetame
Cuanliis,

‘Commenting on this

Jegation, Katzenhac: =
*Truth is seldom fou..
selective and pariial -
closures of this tvye.”
Ratzeabach deo'in
amplify on thi= past =l
statement wkick sur-
ed that Hoover pick. '
chose among dncurnar’
support _hic  clain o
Kennedy was the ™o~
force hehind the Kirg :

vellance

¥ wAiaate.

Katzenbach, in a -
phone Interview o
New York home, s
was ‘unworthy cf
tradition of the Ity
attack in this fashic.
reputation of two
(Kennedy and Di1.
who cannot defend
selves.” S

Called Unfair |

*What hasz beent.
unfair to Sen. kY
and Dr. King anch
standards that I.%

consgnant with tty 3
grity and sence offu
which have alwarsre
fnore been the contd®
of AMr. Hoover o
admiristration of*?} "
can justice® Kat::
said. -
Katzenbach fen
deputy attorney g -
under Kennedv z1.
ceeded him In the - -
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Domestic intelligence Division

INFORMATIVE NO?é/zsfsg ]

alte

Attached was received from'a highly ’
confidential source and concerns a
telephone conversation between Andrew
Young, Executive Vice President of the
Southern Christian Leadership Conference,
and Stanley Levison. Young said that he
thinks Kunstler (believed to be William
Kunstler, New York attorney for the
Black Panther Party (BPP), is sbout to
file a suit enjoining the FBI from

wire tapping BPP and several other
organizations. Levison was a secret
member of the Communist Party as lat

as 1964, )

The Attorney General, Deputy Attorney
General and Internal Security-Divisiqn

are being advised. IJ%’Q' Q ) «,.Jr
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ON SIX TWENTY FIVE SIXTYNINE

/o,

i .

d R ON SIX TWENTYFIVE SIXTYNINE, AND 'zounf EXECUTIVE
- {’“ﬂ SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN Lm'm conrmmcxg
4§} VICE-PRESIDENT, SCLC, ASKED STANL uxsou, IF HE WAS "KEEPING &
g e &
&
5\«%319 ON THE TIMES (NEW YORK TIMES) THING ON WIRE TAPPING" S £
. CALLUDING TO THE TAPPING OF TELEPHONES OF MARTIN LUTHER g%o vy
*d : : K'aN
,« KING.) LEVISON REPLIED THAT HE WAS AND YOUNG SAID THAT HE ¥
{ THINKS THAT XUNSTLER IS ABOUT TO FILE A SUIT ENJOINING THE 47
. ‘ N /ad.-/dé&}'a,-—j
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5 1D THE PrUBLE® £S THAT KUNSTLER ™IS TRYING
f:ﬁ REY S LN THE SOUP BUT TMAY'S JUST NOT OUR conpanv.“ig’
, L7 %S AGREED, ‘ 4
s/ LuuniLER IS BELIEVED TO BE NY ATTORNEY WILLIAM

Y —“~  BLACK PANTHER PARTY
KUNTSLES, WMO IS CURRENTLY ACTING FOR KPP nsmssnsl I

T INVOIYEN IN LEGAL ACTIONS IN NYC.
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NO LH¥M BEING SUBMITTED,

AF COPY BEING SENT TO AT,

END
MA e CORRONE.TEXT K. 6 SHD RBE YOUNG-

WA, LRI FBI WASH DC

i

CTTAN : -

B R LNt e
SR A E



